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Article 7

Anderson: The Mature Joseph Smith and Treasure Searching

the mature joseph smith and
treasure searching
richard lloyd anderson
joseph smith turned twenty one at the end of 1826 and the
following year began adult responsibilities as he married and set up
his small farm contemporary records are available after that time
since he obtained the plates late in 1827 and recorded revelations in
1828 in 1829 there are written revelations important letters the
surviving book of mormon manuscript and newspaper articles on
the new faith before these years there is a kind of prehistory a term
normally applied to early cultures without written sources such a
term could be misused for the prophet s recollections of youthful
religious experiences are early and impressive in detail yet the
analogy of prehistory is useful in areas not later noted for his teen
years have few contemporary documents and thus invite speculation
the past year intensified the study of the prophet s early life
because of the release of two treasure letters seeming to illuminate
the pre book of mormon period but the coming year and more will
be needed to clarify charges of fraud against the main dealer associated with these manuscripts the questionable letter of ofjoseph
joseph smith
to josiah stowell in 1825 has a clever spirit guarding a treasure
1
hoard the questionable 1830 letter from martin harris to william
W phelps claims that joseph spoke of a salamander and old spirit
though joseph s real experience could be obscured
at the hill in 1827 thoughjoseph
by such a singular secondhand report 2 publicity on these documents
has stimulated research and reevaluation some of it asserting a
lifelong interest of the prophet in paranormal discovery of riches
this paper examines the basis of such claims after 1827 and finds
them wanting
most sources on onjoseph
joseph smith s early treasure digging are historically flawed because of late recollection extreme bias or remote
hearsay but there are some early correlations in mormon and non
mormon versions of the 1825 excavations of josiah stowell and the
1826 trial of joseph smith most researchers will not contest young
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joseph s treasure involvement then but some are confident that
joseph never abandoned mystic methods for finding buried wealth
their argument rests mainly on two doctrine and covenants revelations plus a newly found revelation sold by the same dealer whose
early treasure letters are legally suspect the purported revelation of
1838 contains treasure language with close parallels in the old
testament joseph smith s blessings and revelations to the church
this problematic missouri document raises the question of several
meanings of treasure in the prophet s pre nauvoo language moreover joseph s published history of that time furnishes a deceptive
reference to buried treasure in missouri a reference which is important to clarify
the length of this paper is justified by the importance of the
subject and the attention it has recently attracted this study collects
available references relevant to joseph s mature views on treasure
digging but each joseph smith source must be examined in careful
context for mere verbal associations can gloss over historical realities there may be distinctly different applications of such catchwords as treasure earth or rod before we look closely at the main
joseph smith documents that include such terms his public reactions to the first exposure attempts will be studied for clues to his own
perspectives in ohio the prophet and his chief spokesman oliver
cowdery established an official position downgrading the new york
money digging practices this study probes whether the prophet s
private views and acts are consistent with that self definition the
concluding sections come back to joseph s youthful environment and
early revelations with the theme of transition every phase of this
study strongly discloses the seriousness of a mission transcending the
false starts of joseph smith s teens
PUBLISHED

statements

over reaction thus the supposed treasure
reevaluation can be overreaction
letters have caused some to reinstate the 1833 palmyra manchester
affidavits as accurate recollections so a review of why these affidavits
are tainted is important and that old story will be told here with
fo
for rJoseph
some new material and another critical purpose is served gor
joseph
smith s and oliver cowdery s responses can be understood only in
terms of particular charges of the affidavits these are tempting but
dangerous to use since they claim too much to be credible selection
from them is generally a subjective exercise therefore the prophet s
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early life must be synthesized mainly from later autobiographical
summaries a pattern he shares with numerous public figures who
came up from obscurity if joseph later underplayed his youthful
involvement in treasure digging by admitting imperfections without giving details it is equally obvious that the intense denunciations from the most negative neighbors are grossly overdone
such exaggerations are historical satire not history as if an
estimate of lincoln could be based on the crude cartoons of the
opposition press the 1833 affidavits labeled the smith family as
lazy though detailed family history proves the contrary backed up
by sixty acres of cleared land with improvements the warnings of a
new york historian about the affidavits overstatements on this
major issue remain a wholesome caution to historians reexamining
the early sources on the prophet
every circumstance seems to invalidate the obviously prejudiced testimonials of unsympathetic neighbors collected by one hostile individual whose style of composition stereotypes the language of numerous
witnesses that the smiths were either squatters or shiftless frontier
drifters many an honest and industrious farmer followed their
identical experience pursued by bad luck or poor judgment and
sought a new fling at fortune farther west no doubt the smiths like
many oftheir fellows wasted valuable time hunting gold at the proper
joseph s local ill repute
turn of the moon one of the potent sources ofofjoseph
may well have been the jealousy of other persons who failed to discover
3
drummins
lins
drumlins
sands
drum
of
glacial
the
the
golden plates in

since the 1833 statements miss the mark on laziness they
demand similar caution on money digging the prophet described
working on a treasure project but did not say that he actively directed
others where to dig thus this author earlier admitted the possibility
of aggressive treasure seeking on the part of the smith family but
left the question open if it took place they participated in a passing
4
cultural phenomenon shared widely by people of known honesty
A year after that statement appeared the reimbursement of costs was
discovered in an 1826 misdemeanor case against joseph smith involving treasure digging oliver cowdery had noted such a trial
before 1827 saying joseph was honorably acquitted after being
before the authorities of the
charged as a disorderly person
5
when the constable s billings for such a hearing were
county
discovered in 1971
1971 the trial date and amounts corresponded to the
published summary testimony suggesting its authenticity but
fairness to tojoseph
joseph smith is another question since these sketchy notes
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were quite clearly taken by a skeptic who indulged in mild ridicule of
framework joseph is reported as admitting
the youth s claims in this frameworkjoseph
that he had a certain stone which he had occasionally looked at to
were
and had looked for
determine where hidden treasures
mr stowell several times
he had frequently
that at palmyra
ascertained in that way where lost property was
that he has
occasionally been in the habit of looking through this stone to find lost
property for three years but of late had pretty much given it
that he did not solicit business of this kind and had always
up
6
rather declined having anything to do with this business

in an 1859 interview martin harris recalled that joseph could
find a lost object through his stone and that the older smith men were
involved in a money digging company both joseph and his mother
refute treasure searching accusations without total denials and lucy
mack smith comments that josiah stowell came from pennsylvania
to enlist joseph s help in his excavations because he heard the youth
possessed certain keys by which he could discern things invisible to
the natural eye 7 yet the extent of such activity is hard to recon
struct so these particularized reports certainly do not validate all the
stract
tall stories
stones of anti mormon folklore or the extensive hearsay in county
11

histories

responsible investigation will not jump from harris and the
stowell involvement to the neighborhood certificates it should first
ask how joseph smith answered the 1833 certificates indeed he
spoke not only of their content but of the character motivation and
methods of the man who gathered them doctor his given name
philastus
philistus
Phil astus hurlbut mormon histories easily prove hurlbut s bias and
impeach his motives but unpublished sources also verify the defects
noted by virtually every person who mentioned him ironically his
own character appears to be worse than the worst he gathered about
joseph smith
joseph s journal notes hurlbut s appearance in kirtland as a new
member on 13 march 1833 when the prophet conversed with him
9
mormon
considerably about the book of
within the week hurl
but was ordained an elder and returned to the mission field to preach
but three months later he was tried by the bishop s council of high
priests in a charge of unchristian conduct with the female sex and
he was granted an appeal to the kirtland higher council then
presided over by joseph smith his liberal confession moved the
court to mercy this council decided that the bishop s council
decided correctly before and that bro H s crime was sufficient to cut
Q
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him off from the church but on his confession he was restored
two days later the decision was reversed when evidence surfaced
that bro D P H said that he had deceived joseph smith god or
10
the spirit by which he is actuated etc
but hurlbut insisted on
the last word E D howe was then editor of the telegraph which he
gainesville
had earlier founded in painesville
Paines ville ohio a dozen miles from mormon
kirtland he remembered hurlbut s next moves
11

many leading citizens of kirtland and geauga
geaugh
in 1833 and 34
co employed and defrayed the expenses of doctor philastus
philistus
Phil astus hurland sent him to palmyra NY and penn to obtain affidavits
but
showing the bad character of the mormon smith family
hurlbut returned to ohio and lectured about the county on the origins of
mormonism and the book of mormon I1 heard him lecture in
gainesville
painesville
Painesville he finally came to me to have this evidence he had
obtained published 1I bargained to pay him in books

since hurlbut s support came from those who sought to expose
joseph smith a balanced picture would not be expected the
prophet was apprehensive even before hurlbut gathered his new
york evidence hurlbut had been expelled from the church for lewd
and adulterous conduct and to spite us he is lying in a wonderful
manner and the people are running after him and giving him money
12
to break down mormonism
his new york affidavits were gathered in november and december 1833 and his employers were
happy with the result early the following year they advertised that
they had employed D P hurlbut and that his evidence proved
that solomon spaulding really wrote the book of mormon and that
joseph smith could now be stripped of all claims to the character of
an honest man 13
joseph smith soon took successful legal action against hurlbut s
physical threats but the point here is the prophet s response to the
negative testimonials the first presidency warned missouri leaders
that unreliable material was circulating
doctor hurlbut an apostate elder from this church has been to the
state of new york and gathered up all the ridiculous stories that could
be invented and some affidavits respecting the character of bro
joseph and the smith family and exhibited them to numerous congregainesville
Paines ville and fired the
gations in chagrin kirtland mentor and painesville
minds of the people with much indignation against bro joseph and
the church

these first mormon reactions were defensive but not blanket
denials they are traceable to joseph smith or oliver cowdery who
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smiths in new york before
assisting in book of mormon translation neither joseph nor oliver
denied treasure digging but both said there was serious defamation
oliver cowdery who managed the church newspaper in kirtland
claimed that a hostile community had used hurlbut fostering every
foolish report that ignorance could believe or malice could invent
he also noted the known credibility gap pointing out that reliable
as a schoolteacher had lived with the

materials would have been collected by a more respectable agent 15
joseph smith was sarcastic about the man with doctor as a mere
16
even
falsehood
but
of
physic
of
personal name A doctor not
hurlbut s publisher E D howe painted an unfavorable picture of
the man he later commented hurlbut was always an unreliable
fellow and on another occasion he characterized hurlbut in these
terms he was good sized fine looking full of gab but illiterate
and had lectured on many subjects 7
editor howe added long histories of the book of mormon
18
on
1834
by
his
and mormonism and
copy was ready
october
unvailed was just
28 november he advertised that mormonism unavailed
published and contained the truth about the mormonite imposition 19 joseph smith reacted quickly publishing an overview of his
early life in the december issue of the church newspaper he
answered the hurlbut howe affidavits by mentioning his accusers and explaining his youth oliver cowdery had begun printing installments on the new york history of the prophet in october
but in december he specifically mentioned the need of accurate
information to convince the public of the incorrectness of those
20
scurrilous reports which have inundated our
ova
oua land
joseph smith s
statement admitted an imperfect past but not serious sins what he
outlined was all and the worst that my accusers can substantiate
against my moral character his remarks specifically applied to his
residence in the palmyra area from the age often
of ten
until I1 was
the years from 1816 when the family arrived in new
twenty one
york to 1827 when joseph married obtained the plates and
moved from his parents home
1

during this time

as is common to most or all youths I1 fell into many
but as my accusers are and have been forward to

vices and follies
accuse me of being guilty of gross and outrageous violations of the
peace and good order of the community 1I take the occasion to remark
1I have not neither can it be sustained in truth been guilty of
that
wronging or injuring any man or society of men and those imperfections to which I1 allude and for which 1I have often had occasion to
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lament were a light and too often vain mind exhibiting a foolish and
21
trifling conversation

takes shape in the light of the affidavits trifling
conversation is the key which has nothing to do with speech for
22
is
conversation in the king james bible action or pattern of life
so joseph smith really confesses foolish and trivial actions though
in the religious language of another generation for instance the
prophet earlier wrote of the church member s obligation of a godly
walk and conversation dac
d&c 2069 strict synonyms indeed in
his answer to howe he went on to talk of this public confession of my
former uncircumspect walk and unchaste conversation reiterative
phrases meaning improper activity 23
so what activity was the prophet confessing the affidavits are
the guide for the repeated charges were threefold the smiths were a
lying and indolent set of men and the general employment of the
24
family was digging for money 2 lying laziness and money digging are woven into the hurlbut affidavits in 1834 joseph smith
stressed that he had not injured the community which most obviously denies lying we know historically that neither he nor his
family were guilty of indolence or laziness 25 so the major charge left
is money digging which certainly fits joseph smith s acknowledgment of trifling conversation meaning trivial activity such
general language could fit other youthful follies as well but money
2
26
digging is the glaringly visible charge not expressly challenged
ofjoseph smith s early history continoliver cowdery s account ofjoseph
ued regularly for ten months after the issue containing the prophet s
answer to the affidavits the closing installment suggests finality
since it covers an unusually long time and concludes with gratitude
27
believe
and are members of the church here
that thousands now
oliver surveyed the period 1823 to 1827 discussed in hurlbut s
interviews the later teens that joseph spoke about and these final
comments complete his purpose stated right after howe s book
appeared to combat the slanderous reports with a correct ac28
joseph smith s response to howe had only been general
count
but oliver was more specific even mentioning joseph smith s trial
and acquittal on the charge of being a disorderly person sometime
Nep hites 29 As already
previous to his obtaining the records of the nephites
mentioned notations of fees in this case have surfaced along with
later recollections about it there is also a record a highly conofjoseph s testimony even if contemporary it is far
densed selection ofjoseph

this answer

11

11
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from a balanced statement of his words in court or of his religious
views 30 but the point here is the basic credibility of cowdery s
survey of joseph s 1823 27 personal life since oliver includes this
charge relating to pre mormon money digging one not even in the
hurlbut howe affidavits
oliver cowdery responds to each of the charges most repeated in
the affidavits laziness lying and money digging he introduces his
rebuttals in consequence of certain false and slanderous reports
which have been circulated for by some he is said to have been a
lazy idle vicious profligate fellow cowdery s refutation rests on
his own experience with joseph s personal and moral merits and the
many persons with whom I1 have been intimately acquainted
regarding laziness and lying persons of unquestionable inagree in saying that he was an honest upright virtuous
tegrity
and faithfully industrious young man repeating his rebuttal
oliver adds 1 I have been told by those for whom he has labored that
31
industrious
he was a young man of truth and
habits
since the
whole smith family was included in hurlbut s salvos oliver cowdery also defends their honesty and industry admitting their poverty
and reverses which he had shared from the time he entered their
schoo keacher in 1828
home as the neighborhood schoolteacher
oliver named the affidavit of isaac hale found in the productions of those who have sought to destroy the validity of the book of
mormon along with certain statements of some others of the
inhabitants of that section of the country these are pointed references to howe s printing of the susquehanna valley affidavits
including that of joseph s father in law who claimed that joseph
for josiah stowell oliver skirts
sought treasure through a seer stone forjosiah
this issue claiming exaggeration because of that project joseph was
accused of digging down all or nearly so the mountains of susquehanna or causing others to do it by some art of necromancy here
joseph s apologist does exactly what joseph had done earlier he
vigorously contradicts the claims of dishonesty and indolence but
does not specifically deny treasure hunting indeed oliver goes into
some detail on stowell s spanish mine but then trails off with the hint
that there is more that could be told this 1I believe is the
substance so far as my memory serves though 1I shall not pledge my
veracity for the correctness of the account as 1I have given oliver
thus avoids a full history of how joseph s group was excavating the
earth in pursuit of this treasure but his point is that detail is
irrelevant joseph is now worthy of the appellation of a seer and a
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prophet of the lord even though he is a man subject to passion like
other men beset with infirmities and encompassed with weaknesses

32

this sentence brings the evidence full circle

for oliver is really
paraphrasing what joseph said about himself in the pre 1827 years
both stress that the real issue is not what joseph smith was but what
he became both talk of joseph s earlier questionable pursuits and
equate them with imperfections and weaknesses both tacitly
admit joseph s money digging as a past irrelevant activity this
public position continued through the prophet s career in nauvoo
when john taylor vigorously criticized such practices by the brewster group whose young spiritual leader claimed rival revelations
john taylor was accountable to joseph smith in his public statements and the prophet allowed the following criticisms to stand

without comment
this said brewster is a minor but has professed for several years to have
the gift of seeing and looking through or into a stone and has thought
that he has discovered money hid in the ground in kirtland ohio his
father and some of our weak brethren who perhaps have had some
confidence in the ridiculous stories that are propagated concerning
joseph smith about money digging have assisted him in his foolish
plans for which they were dealt with by the church they were at that
time suspended and would have been cut off from the church if they
had not promised to desist from their ridiculous and pernicious
ways

33

young brewster soon published an answer angrily aiming at his
real enemy 1 I have good reason to believe it was written by joseph
smith or at least by his directions then he counterclaimed
counter claimed that the
prophet s father and alva beaman were the principal movers in
getting him to discover and obtain the treasures which are hid in the
34
earth
in fact brewster claimed to have been blessed by the elder
smith for the above purpose although this might not be more than a
patriarchal blessing since similar wording appears in a number of
blessings of joseph smith sr in surviving mormon journals such
language is not always literal however and brewster s one sided
35
is
for instance
account may be as flawed here as it at other places
he represents himself as hypocritically condemned for money digging
by the kirtland high council which included some others that had
engaged in the practice but that misstates the real issue of his
kirtland trial and the nauvoo public criticism which started by
warning the church against brewster s 1842 publication of his
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revelations the information about money digging was added to
portray brewster s unreliability kirtland high council minutes
have nothing on digging but state false revelation as his overriding
fault just as it was in illinois

the charge was for giving heed to revelations said to be translated from
the book of mormon by collin brewster he entering into a written
covenant different from the articles and covenants of the church of
3
the latter day saints and following a vain and delusive spirit 36

john taylor had exposed brewster s false revelations and incidentally had condemned his kirtland money digging brewster s
answer sidestepped the larger issue of becoming counterprophet
counter prophet but
named others as encouraging money digging at kortland
Kir dand he sought
kirtland
to tar the prophet with the same brush by sarcastically noting
joseph s trip to salem for treasure an incident next to be discussed
but though attacking the prophet brewster does not implicate
joseph in continuing the mystic searches of early new york he does
accuse joseph smith sr and john smith of encouraging these
practices yet those two presided over the kirtland higher council
when brewster was humbled since his motive is to blacken them
the truth of his charges is not clear that cannot be decided here if at
all but at most brewster s claims would mean that new york money
cormons in kirtland
digging continued with some mormons
kirdand
Kir dand except for
kirland
salem brewster only involves the prophet in retrospective hints
threatening in his pamphlet to give the history of the money diggers
from the beginning an apparent reference to his mention of father
smith s conversations about new york where the money digging
business was carried on to a great extent by the smith family
the same format is followed by an early ohio dissenter ezra
booth disillusioned by human weakness and the idea of missouri as
3 1 he ridiculed his mormon experiences
1831
zion in 18
it

church that there are
immense treasures in the earth especially in those places in the state of
new york from which many of the mormonites
Mormo nites emigrated last spring
passes for a current fact in the mormonite

and when they become sufficiently purified these treasures are to be
poured into the lap of their church and then to use their own
language they are to be the richest people in the world these
treasures were discovered several years since by means of the dark
glass the same with which smith says he translated most of the book
of mormon several of those persons together with smith who were
formerly unsuccessfully engaged in digging and searching for these
treasures now reside in this county and from them 1I received this
information 37
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booth also stops short of implicating joseph smith in continued
belief in treasure digging booth published his letters to expose a
false prophet but he merely recites continued commitment of some
cormons not any joseph smith example so booth s
new york mormons
Mormons
exposes
expos6s in ohio and brewster s in illinois suggest that many private
convictions about money digging did not die suddenly but the lack
accusation of ofjoseph
of direct accusation
joseph smith is striking booth and brewster
were but two of a dozen important figures who became dis enchanted
and sought to rationalize their positions by written exposes of the
prophet these were generally articulate men who sought their
self interest or who thought their views on doctrine or church manapost asies occurred
agement were superior to the prophet s these apostasies
not only during the ohio but also during the missouri and illinois
periods so far their handbooks of joseph smith s weaknesses have
anticipated whatever has been said on that question for the obvious
reason that they knew their subject firsthand this negative literature
turns out to be an important control on how to assess the prophet s
connection with treasure digging and these exposures mention only
pre mormon new york searches and the special trip to salem in
1836 As just discussed the prophet and oliver cowdery essentially
admitted the former and joseph smith sources also include the
salem incident and verify its purpose since the mormon founder s
life is so well illuminated by hostile contemporaries faithful journals and detailed personal records further treasure involvement is
not likely beyond early new york and the salem trip
THE SALEM VISIT IN CONTEXT

did joseph smith go to salem in 1836 the answer is more
why didjoseph
complex than is generally known

the negative version was given by

james C brewster seven years later stung by john taylor s criticism
of money digging brewster accused joseph smith of being the real
source and struck back if he has a good memory he will remember
the house that was rented in the city of boston with the expectation
of finding a large sum of money buried in or near the cellar the
boston inaccuracy hints that brewster s information was not as direct
as that of
ofebeneezer robinson who gives his source as the prophet s
ebeneezer
brother with whom he worked in the kirtland printing office
brewster s summary and robinson s negative recollection are the
points of beginning to be corrected by details now available in other
historical sources since an overview is helpful at the outset
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robinson s entire narrative of the incident

is spliced together here

from his memoirs a half century later
A brother in the church by the name of burgess had come to
kirtland and stated that a large amount of money had been secreted in
the cellar of a certain house in salem massachusetts which had
belonged to a widow and he thought he was the only person living
who had knowledge of it or to the location of the house we saw the
brother burgess but don carlos smith told us with regard to the
hidden treasure his statement was credited by the brethren and steps
were taken to try and secure the treasure of which we will speak more
fully in another place
we soon learned that four of the leading men of the church had
been to salem massachusetts in search of the hidden treasure spoken
of by brother burgess viz joseph smith jr hyrum smith sidney
rigdon and oliver cowdery
we were informed that brother burgess met them in salem
evidently according to appointment but time had wrought such a
change that he could not for a certainty point out the house and soon
left they however found a house which they felt was the right one
and hired it it is needless to say they failed to find that treasure or the
other gold and silver spoken of in the revelation 38

the prophet visited a city of past glory and lingering prosperity
that year a patriotic editor observed that from 1790 to

has always been considered the golden age of salem 39 by
1800
1836 docks that had once received the goods of the world were being
redeveloped 40 fortunes had been made and rumors of secret wealth
3 8 hawthorne published peter goldthwaite s
had some basis in 18
1838
1858
treasure a story of searching for a trunk of money in a salem house
the author sketched an exciting find with the twist that it turned out
to be devalued continental paper hawthorne s plot began with
looking for an immense hoard of the precious metals which was said
to exist somewhere in the cellar or walls or under the floors in some
41
concealed closet or other out of the way nook of the house
joseph smith went to salem on a similar rumor perhaps no more
specific than this brewster was indefinite
buried in or near the
cellar but robinson says only that it was secreted in the cellar of a
certain house in salem 422 so joseph smith went east in search of
treasure not necessarily to dig for it since neither source is
firsthand the details are not necessarily trustworthy we shall later
see variance with the 1836 evidence on one event
joseph and hyrum smith sidney rigdon and oliver cowdery
left for new york and the boston area on 25 july 1836 ebeneezer
1
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robinson was sarcastic in hindsight but any journey must be judged
by its prospects at the outset what is the difference between
disreputable money digging and a reasonable mining venture only
the projected probability of success on this scale the justification
for going to salem was proportional to the reliability of information
were the leaders too eager to believe that a providential find would
relieve their heavy personal debts and the related debts of the church
they talked to a man who claimed to have definite information on a
likely city any guidebook at that time would have said something
about the commercial prosperity of the place during the
active
trade with the east indies and china some years ago 433 indeed
joseph smith had family knowledge of such a hoard for right after
the salem golden age his father s agent had embezzled the profits of
his ginseng shipment to china before the swindler left for canada
lucy s brother had been shown the proceeds that really belonged to
44
s
of
silver
and
trunk
a
gold
joseph parents
in the year the
prophet visited salem a local newspaper still listed wealth as one
45
s
on arrival oliver cowdery verified his
of the city characteristics
expectations the inhabitants as 1I learned are generally wealthy and
the almost entire business of the place is commercial 46
the month was now august the mormon leaders had quickly
traveled to new york on lake erie the erie canal and the hudson
after a short stay in commercial manhattan they took the providence ferry and boston railroad arriving in the area the afternoon of
477
5 august
robinson suggests that their kirtland informant preceded them we were informed that brother burgess met them in
salem evidently according to appointment but time had wrought
such a change that he could not for certainty point out the house and
48
soon left
did burgess meet them on arrival doctrine and
covenants 111 was given the day after the visitors came to the area
its mood either is prophetic of burgess s ineptitude or reflects the
frustration of the letdown this revelation repeatedly emphasizes
that the treasure they came to seek is not the treasure they would get
thus they were not necessarily promised the riches they expected
this salem message has been called a false prophecy because its
promised wealth was never received but the definition of riches came
in doublets a scriptural pattern of restating one idea in two aspects
the salem instruction has this striking parallel
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concern not yourselves
about your debts

concern not yourselves
about zion

for I1 will give you
power to pay them
111 5
d&c
d&c1115
dac

for I1 will deal
mercifully with her

iii
ili

d&c 1116
dac

such similar phrasing suggests that paying debts and the welfare of
zion were but different forms of the same hope in fact the prophet
typically linked them in public statements and in private prayers
another set of paired phrases relates to this debt zion promise
have much treasure
in this city for you

1I

for the benefit of zion
1112a
d&c
1112a
d&clll2a
dac

and many people
in this city whom I1
will gather out in due time
for the benefit of zion
through your instrumentality

1112b
d&c
d&clll2b
dac

in this literary parallel

gather correlates with treasure which
in the first half of the revelation is equated with gold and silver
d&c 1114 this verse says that salem s much treasure and
dac
the benefit
many people will each contribute to the same cause
of zion these similarities of wording and style strongly point to an
equivalence of idea the gathering of the converts is at the same time
a gathering of their resources this conclusion is reinforced by
placement of in due time alongside promises of conversions and
wealth 1 there are many people in this city whom 1I will gather
1112
out in due time dac
d&c 111
lil 2 2 this city and its wealth will be
lii
given over to church leaders in due time dac
d&c 1114 this
salem with converchronological match also associates the wealth of
ofsalem
sions from salem
these stylistic pointers are verified by other revelations and by
the realities of church finance at that time needing strategic
non mormon land presidents smith cowdery and williams had
prayed in 1834 that the lord would send faithful saints to purchase
their farms that this stake may be strengthened and its borders
enlarged 49 church programs at kirtland heavily depended on
3 Os converts such as john tanner and
special donations from early 18
1830s
vienna jacques although its unique circumstances tend to isolate
the salem revelation as a special case it continues a distinct theme in
the early doctrine and covenants in the 183
1831
1851
1851 apocalyptic language
of gathering enlightened israel would bring forth their rich treasures to zion dac
d&c 13330 and in 1835 came the phrasing that
the lord would consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my
11
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to the poor and by implication to the full needs of the
church dac
ofzion
zion
d&c 4239 so salem s gathering for the benefit of
had clear economic overtones in the light of joseph s earlier revelations on gathering salem exemplifies the spiritual and material
developments that the prophet saw synoptically and ultimately as
fast as ye are able to receive them dac
I 11 11 joseph was a
d&c 111111
developer of programs for right after the salem trip the kirtland
bank was organized but a year after the bank s 1837 failure came the
successful system of
cf tithing based on contribution of convert surplus
and regular proportionate giving dac
d&c 1191 5
thus the salem revelation is attuned to the reality of increasing
numbers and expanding church economy six years after the
prophet s visit erastus snow raised up a salem branch of 100 before a
number migrated to build nauvoo and its temple these included
resourceful pioneers howard eagan and nathaniel ashby whose
illinois brick home stands as evidence of savings transferred from
salem to nauvoo 50 if the 1836 revelation rebuked the leaders for
their follies in coming for treasure the actual wording is more
positive 1 I the lord your god am not displeased with your coming
11 1 there was
this journey notwithstanding your follies dac
d&c 1I1111
a new york business phase to be discussed shortly so the trip as a
whole may have been prudent with the follies being too eager
hopes for an easy find or joseph smith may have used follies in his
normal sense of personal transgressions without negative judgment
on the salem visit according to robinson the lead was represented
as a solid one only to vanish on their arrival at salem if so fault lay
more on burgess than the mormon presidency like david whitmer ex mormon robinson wanted an infallible prophet not merely
a responsible leader receiving revelation in the midst of real struggle
so robinson s facts are broader than his personal explanation of
them 51
did the mormon leaders gain control of the treasure house
brewster claimed that it was rented and hinted at digging 52
similarly robinson wrote they however found a house which
they felt was the right one and hired it 53 but two weeks after their
arrival joseph wrote emma from salem that they had no immediate
hope of getting possession
gospel

liili

lili
iiii

bro hyrum is about to start for home before the rest of us which
seems wisdom in god as our business here can not be determined as
soon as we would wish to have it
with regard to the great object
of our mission you will be anxious to know we have found the house

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1984

15

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 24, Iss. 4 [1984], Art. 7

504

B
BYU studies
since bro burgess left us very luckily and providentially as we had
one spell been most discouraged the house is occupied and it will
54
buy
it
require much care and patience to rent or

hyrum left with this letter apparently feeling that he could not
wait longer and the rest soon came to the same conclusion six days
after joseph wrote emma a salem newspaper updated the stories of
latter day saint preaching
mr rigdon the mormon preacher who introduced himself at our
lyceum last week has since left the city with his three or four
associates it
lt is said they retain possession of the tenement leased by
them in union street and intend to return to this city next spring 55

cormons had
this report that the mormons

since left the city was printed on
25 august oliver cowdery wrote a letter with a boston dateline the
556
on that date the boston daily times reday before 24 august
ported that joseph smith and sidney rigdon were present in boston
57
57so
so
2
be
august
before
2
which
would
day
the
yesterday
meeting
the move of the prophet sidney and oliver came within a few days
after joseph s letter to emma on 19 august As quoted joseph said
that access to the building was not likely then the house is
occupied and it will require much care and patience to rent or buy
it so present evidence contradicts robinson and brewster on hiring
the house and searching for treasure in it the editor reporting the
and a half weeks they
move knew of only one residence in the two anda
were in salem they retain possession of the tenement leased by
them in union street indeed tenement is normally an apartment not a whole building a further indication that they probably
failed to gain possession of the house mentioned in joseph s let

ter

58

but the leaders activities in the east had broader scope there
were public speeches in salem and boston by eloquent sidney
rigdon leadership conferences with apostles brigham young and
lyman E johnson needed recreation and much instructive sight59
york
new
seeing in boston and
this is a reminder that busy
people often make trips for more than one reason the overriding
problem of kirtland in late 1836 was paying for the temple and
maintaining credit and cash flow in stores and land operations early
in the following year sidney rigdon explained publicly that approximately 13000 was outstanding on the temple evidently for
60
of
and
goods
charged
on accounts
purchase supplies
wages paid by
negotia
large creditors included new york wholesalers so personal negolia
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61

eions
tions of the first presidency there are highly probable
they must
have given some time either to maintaining good relations in existing
622
establishing
new ones
accounts or
the salem journey should be
called an eastern journey for there was first a week in new york city
then two weeks in salem and about a week in boston afterward 63
did these church leaders stake all on a salem find they
returned in early september and in just two months had a finished
constitution for a mormon bank the constitution was adopted in
64
2
formal
a
organization meeting on november advance planning
for this step was necessary and such is hinted in cowdery s shipboard
letter written right after an intense week in new york s business
district there is money yet in wall street and draper underwood and others ready to help incorporated bodies to plates and
655
dies to make more
therefore on their way to salem the first
presidency seriously investigated the banking business as a means of
capitalizing church debts two engraving firms are mentioned here
and on his return oliver cowdery was delegated to philadelphia to
66
for
procure plates
the institution
his mention of the
underwood firm in new york suggests that some tentative arrangement was then made for the bank notes for its philadelphia
rangement
677
branch later supplied them
cowdery s reference to money yet in wall street may also
mean that lending agents were contacted but at a minimum his
mention of printing plates for incorporated bodies shows that the
first presidency was issuing the first publicity on the bank on the way
to salem
in cowdery s letter of 4 august they returned to kirtland in early september and some six weeks later opened their books
68
with the first purchase of stock recorded on 18 october
thus salem was really incidental to more substantial attempts to
restructure church debts by 1 creating immediate capital through
mormon banking 2 establishing credit or extending due dates of
wholesalers accounts 3 meeting short term needs through new
regularized contribuloans 4 insuring longterm
long term resources through regularizer
tions of converts and members this journey investigated and announced the first program and the salem revelation shows continued
thought given to the last one it is probable some of the time in new
york was devoted to the second program with a suggestion of the
third in cowdery s reference to wall street money responsible
managers have contingency plans and good investors spread the risk
since joseph s salem visit is one of multiple eastern goals his phrase
11
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to emma on the great object of our mission perhaps refers only to
its salem phase
this 1836 trip remains the only known treasure quest of the
prophet after beginning the book of mormon translation but pre
1827 efforts are strikingly different salem represents searching for
wealth but the important question is what kind of searching in the
salem incident inside information came from an informant claiming
knowledge of a location not from a paranormal process through a
stone or a rod the patterns described in the 1826 trial are not
repeated in joseph smith s later pursuit of a new england hoard
some assume similarities in these two episodes but differences loom
larger not every speculative venture is money digging it is superficial to verbally equate treasure in 1826 with treasure in 1836 without
distinguishing the mystical context of the former from the practical
context of the latter
MISSOURI PROBLEMS AND

scriptural perspective

although missouri was designated for the mormon gathering
since 1851
1831
1831 kirtland was a more natural geographical center of the
185
church for a time but the collapse of kirtland precipitated joseph
smith s move to missouri at the beginning of 1838 his exploration
for settlement there produced a trivial incident that has been
overused
over used in the past year s preoccupation with treasure sources the
prophet s printed history mentions riding by an early earthwork and
these words are put in his mouth these mounds were probably
no
erected by the aborigines of the land to secrete treasures
digging for such treasures is indicated in this history or any known
missouri source the context is opinion not divination but in view
of the document behind this incident the opinion does not even
ofjoseph smith
appear to be that of joseph
the history of the church for 1838 is based on the scriptory
book kept by george W robinson whose position as general
church recorder and clerk for the first presidency had been re70
6
affirmed at the conference of april 1838
his record is the
manuscript history from march to september of that year and includes official letters and many revelations although it begins with
first person dictation of the prophet it quickly moves to robinson s
own style and candid observations As historian dean C jessee notes
with the exception of the first two pages the journal portion of the
record was written by robinson as he observed joseph s comings and
I1
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goings 71 some of robinson s personal comments were later
rephrased to appear to be the prophet s language the published
history is superb in giving facts from contemporary sources but
quoting it as joseph smith s words here is inaccurate
the preceding 22 may 1838 entry has joseph s comment on
stone ruins in the vicinity of adam ondi ahman but accurate
evaluation of this statement depends on identifying the real source
in the scriptory book robinson himself speaks about looking for
settlement locations by retracing the steps of the rigdon party
president smith and myself followed on in their course but could not
find them and consequently returned to the camp in robinson s
grove we next scouted west in order to obtain some game to supply
mound
found some ancient
our necessities but found or killed none we ifoundl
antiquities about one mile west of the camp which consisted of
ofstone
stone
mounds apparently low set in square piles though somewhat decayed
and obliterated by the almost continual rains undoubtedly these were
made to seclude some valuable treasures deposited by the aborigines of
72
this land

the whole case for joseph smith s treasure digging in missouri
rests on this source but it falls short for the following reasons
1 the treasure comment is speculation
undoubtedly prefaces it
2 since the language is robinson s joseph smith s views are un
73
known73
3 the men were hunting game not treasure and were
known
only incidentally interested in the mound and 4 they evidently did
not dig in the ruins since a guess is made at the underground
configuration
apparently low set in square piles indeed there is
a close similarity of robinson s ruin to the remains of an old
Nephi tish altar or tower near lyman wight s cabin a few miles
nephitish
away but treasure is not among the many traditions of what joseph
7
said of that site 74
A half dozen journals also record joseph s remarks
a few years earlier at a burial mound in illinois with no recorded
75
comment on treasure
the real program in that area was laying out the new settlement
of adam ondi ahman in daviess county and surveying adjacent
lands robinson clearly described what went on we continued
surveying and building houses etc for some time day after day the
76
city
and
plan
we
west
ran
returned
the
surveyors
out
to far
these activities are also documented by a short term convert
william swartzell who arrived from ohio in late may spent the
night at joseph smith s and traveled north with his party in his new
job as surveyor he was fifty six years of age and not very flexible in a
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new religious and physical environment he soon renounced mormonism and published his private journal to expose mormon
worldliness swartzell s jottings
cottings
jot tings pertain to digging wells and surveying lots in the daviess county area he complains of his mush and
milk diet lyman wight s combativeness and finally the militarism of the danite group swartzell s journal enlarges to expose all
mormon weaknesses he can find but digging for riches is not
mentioned 77 the same is true of others whose faith failed when
mormons began to stand aggressively for their rights the most
cormons
persuasive case is ebeneezer robinson who perceived the salem
treasure trip as a scandal deserving exposure although a clerk and
high council member throughout the missouri residence robinson
writes a negative history of joseph in missouri without a mention of
78
searching
john corrill reed peck and john whitmer
treasure
also wrote up mormon shortcomings in their justifications for leaving
the church but without mention of treasure hunting nor is this
found in the dozen good journals of the faithful who are extremely
candid on mormon military operations
about two years ago a new missouri treasure document surfaced
was purchased by the LDS church historical department and
joseph smith 79 on its
josegh
joseah
jessee s personal writings of ofjoseph
published in dean
deanjessee
face it is a revelation in joseph smith s handwriting sent to a way
station to encourage the prophet s brother as he neared the end of a
long migration from ohio to missouri with his family but confidence in its authenticity was shaken by the criminal charges of
deception against the dealer who sold this treasure revelation to the
church the handwriting is not wholly satisfactory though judgment on that question may be subjective since it is easier to expose a
poor imitation than authenticate a historic document by handwriting
alone the hofmann trial may disclose hard evidence on the questions of source of the document the origin and treatment of paper on
which it is written and other issues which cannot yet be settled
but there are a number of observable problems with this supposed joseph smith document it has a far west postmark with a
2 55 may date making 18
3 8 the only year when joseph smith could
1838
1858
have written from that location with the help of the LDS historical
department staff six far west postmarks have been located all of
which match in the orange brown color of ink used in 1838 and
hand stamps but are indicated
1839 years which do not appear on the handstamps
within each letter however the disputed treasure revelation has an
irregular dark red postmark this hofmann document is also out of
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sequence in its type face known postmarks fall into two distinct
groups and are reproduced here for comparison the 1838 marks of
3 february 3 june 18 june and 15 july have a common block letter
design that is symmetrical with the mo abbreviation using the
lower case 0 and period but after mid july a different stamp appears
with more stylized narrow and wide strokes to form unbalanced
letters ending with the MO abbreviation in upper case without
hand stamps of 3 october 1838
the period this face appears in the handstamps
80
1
may
and I
1839 although the letters in the hofmann stamp are
badly formed they clearly resemble the broad narrow strokes of the
later postmark including the capital MO abbreviation but since
hand stamp of 25 may should fit that used in the first
the revelation s handstamp
confir
half of 1838 available postmarks indicate anachronism not confair
mation
moreover a careful examination of the lettering raises the question of whether the treasure revelation merely imitates a postmark
the six authentic impressions are generally more solid than the
hofmann document because of ink saturation of the paper the
hand stamps of 15 july 1838 and 1 may 1829 partially resemble the
handstamps
hofmann document in that the stamp came down hard on the right
leaving a light dotted effect on the left under a magnifying glass
this freckling has random dots because the slight contact caught the
raised grains of the paper in their uneven combinations but the same
thing is not true of the disputed treasure revelation when enlarged
its postmark shows regularly spaced dotting and lining for instance
the front leg of the R and right side of the M are made by close parallel
lines the conclusion can be phrased negatively and positively no
other hand
handstamp
stamp shows heavy dots and lines alternating with even
hand stamp shows ink flow and other evidence
spaces and every other handstamp
of the pressure of the printing stroke but every letter in the disputed
25 may 1838 postmark has characteristics of a freehand sketch art
designer carma de jong anderson feels strongly that this apparent
stamp was drawn painstakingly by an unskilled person the
straight edges and geometric clarity of authentic engraving are
lacking here for instance the hofmann document offsets the F
straightens the top of the leg of the R while exaggerating its bottom
thrust and also displays a misshapen S whose lower curve breaks out
of the rectangular frame that can be superimposed on the 5 in the
authentic block prints
below this postmark is a puzzling address mr hyram smith
Plattes grove joseph smith normally wrote the state even in ad
plattesgrove
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by permission of the huntington library san marino california

postmark of 26 february 1838 letter of oliver cowdery to his brothers warren
and lyman

LDS historical department
this and subsequent photographs are courtesy of
oflds
oflas
the variant 25 may 1838 postmark on the purported treasure revelation differing
in style from the known marks from february to july of that year
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postmark of 3 june 1838 letter of oliver cowdery to his brothers warren and
lyman showing only light speckling following the random paper grains

postmark of 18 june 1838 letter of thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff
showing the typically solid ink saturation of an authentic stamp
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postmark of 15 july 1838 letter of thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff
hand stamp on the right and also the circular speckling
showing the pressure of the handstamp
framed by solid ink coating that characterizes the authentic impressions

postmark of 3 october 1838 letter of joseph smith jr and sidney rigdon to
stephen post showing the second style of stamp of that year the stamp of the
purported treasure revelation resembles this but with clear differences in letter
formation and quality
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hand carried letters and it appears to have been his invaridressing handcarried
able practice to add the state on posted letters 81 and the handwritten
postage of six cents adds a location difficulty for it was the statutory
82
forr a letter sent within thirty miles of origin
amount fo
but after
careful searches of place names 1I have been unable to find a plattes
grove in upper missouri or even in the state 83 and there are serious
obstacles with sentence construction and spelling for instance in
documents ranging throughout the 1830s the prophet wrote great
without a known exception with over two dozen consistent examples it is jarring to have the treasure revelation appear with the
unprecedented grate as though an imitator were aware that joseph
smith handwriting should have misspellings but only guessed that
8
84
word
be
should
incorrectly
written since the 1838 treasure
this
revelation fails too many of the checks that historians can make it
should not now be classed as an authentic joseph smith document
the questionable missouri revelation promises hyrum smith a
great treasure in the earth but such language broadly resembles
promises in revelations and some joseph smith blessings thus
cormons is highly releasking the meaning of treasure to missouri mormons
vant here even if the doubtful revelation was authentic its treasure
phrase would fit ancient and modern revelations picturing the resources of the land given by god before showing why this is so 1I will
quote the entire document followed by a summary of the historical
18381
1838
setting at the time defined by the postmark may 25 1858
verily thus saith the lord unto hyram smith
strate
ochis
of his brother
away to far west and inquire ofhis
strate
strateaway
trateaway
him how that he may be freed from det and obtain
the earth even so amen 85

if he will come
it shall be shown
a grate treasure in

like the 1836 eastern trip the trip of early summer 1838 has a
practical setting before hyrum
hy rum s move to missouri the prophet had
hammered out a program for supporting the presidency with an
86
annualstipend
annual stipend while his brother journeyed joseph gave the main
revelation on building far west commanding hyrum as a member
of the first presidency not to get in debt anymore for the building of
a house unto my name dac
d&c 11513 six weeks after hyrum s
arrival financial reforms culminated with the revelation commanding surplus consecration and the continued duty of tithing this was
explicitly to finance ongoing temple and priesthood programs and
also for the debts of the presidency of my church dac
d&c 1192
many of which had been incurred personally for the church thus any
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1838 promise to hyrum on getting out of debt would be independent of a great treasure in the earth yet the latter language
though questionably joseph smith s parallels ancient and modern
revelations to israel on their promised land
the first program of uprooting homes and gathering came as a
shock to the church at the end of 1830 dac
d&c 37 then the
revelation known as section 338 followed in the early january conference that john whitmer said was filled with the solemnities of
eternity it required great faith to sell farms and relocate so
87
17
has
section 38
the theme of the riches of eternity dac
d&c 3839
the related major subject was the material reward for sacrifice and
it must needs be that the riches of the earth are mine to give
d&c 3839 in the abstract this could refer to treasure digging
dac
but it does not for the document defines what god will give
greater riches even a land of promise a land flowing with milk and
the land of your inheritance dac
honey
d&c 3818 19 this was
originally moses assurance of reward for leaving egypt ex 317
in the 1831 command greater riches even a land of promise
was afterward summarized as the gift of the riches of the earth
d&c 3818 39
dac
one must beware of reading the writings of old testament
prophets
ts or joseph smith as simple prose without poetic elements
prophe
emotional language uses symbols alliteration and reiteration it
often needs interpretation a type of translation the 1838 gathering
was the second stage of that aborted in 1833 by the forced exodus
from jackson county it was temporarily suspended until caldwell
cormons in late 1836 hyrum had
county was created for the mormons
traveled to independence in 1831 when priesthood leaders met to
dedicate the center place missouri minutes record his public reading
of psalm 102 one filled with parallelism and the prophecy that the
88
from that summer he knew the modern
lord shall build up zion
revelations about the abundance of the land of zion its righteous
inhabitants would receive the good things of the earth and it shall
bring forth in its strength dac
d&c 593 saints in missouri would
share in the guiness of the earth and the good things which come of
i

the earth dac
d&c 5916 17 this prophetic poetic language is
repeated in the 1838 gathering together upon the land of zion
d&c 1156 reiterating old testament promises that the solitary
dac
blossom and bring forth in abundance
places
would
ifhyrum
d&c 1177 if
hyrum s treasure revelation was authentic there
dac
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would be no real difference between his great treasure in the earth
and the fatness of the earth dac
d&c 5618
economics and rebellion in the church forced the first presidency to leave kirtland suddenly early in 1838 on 12 january the
prophet received a remarkable set of revelations still not well known
the one about leaving kirtland came to the presidency of my
church and declared that your labors are finished in this place for a
season adding the call to upper missouri therefore arise and get
yourselves into a land which I1 shall show unto you even a land
flowing with milk and honey 89 the prophet and sidney soon left
for far west but hyrum and his family did not arrive until late may
that spring brought the scent of prosperity as the saints created new
cities in a sparsely settled area an editorial written at the time of
hyrum s arrival informed the whole church that missouri saints
would turn a solitary place into a fruitful field joseph smith was
elders journal and this may article provides a
nominal editor of the eldersjournal
major insight into his thinking because he either helped formulate
the ideas or approved their publication the paper noted that hundreds of acres of wheat and corn were under cultivation and that
supplies were somewhat scarce getting good prices this forecast
of high profits is ironic because the military occupation largely
destroyed mormon crops that fall but optimism was justified as they
looked to an abundant harvest 90 this crop raising economy was
earthly wealth sidney rigdon said so in outlining the mormon
program for building communities education and temples with
rich material blessings the saints would offer the sacrifice of our
first fruits to god whose worship we esteem of more consequence
than we do the treasures of missouri 91
president rigdon s speeches and writings were saturated with
the mormon theme of recreated israel an important caution on
taking treasure in a nineteenth century american sense the most
obvious use of that concept in the bible and the book of mormon is
the theme of the riches of the lands of inheritance for instance
moses promised israel the lord s good treasure deut
beut 2812 and
this meant fertility of herds and of the earth the lord shall make
in the fruit of thy cattle and in the fruit
thee plenteous in goods
of thy ground in the land which the lord sware unto thy fathers to
11
give thee beut
2811
deut 28
thus the model of mormon treasure
language is the old testament assurance of abundant resources of the
promised land phraseology of riches consistently expresses this
exodus inheritance theme in ancient and modern revelation
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these scriptural precedents are also critical

for interpreting
treasure language in the personal blessings given by the prophet
since he restored the role of ancient patriarchs who foretold through

symbols and dramatic comparisons the mormon historian finds
these pronouncements in personal histories of the joseph smith
period they contain devotional phraseology above normal biblical
narrative here is the lofty fervency of the psalms rather than the
descriptions of genesis or chronicles the promises of these blessings
have deep meaning but discernment is required to adapt rhapsodic
language to a practical frame of reference the prophet typically
re applies terms and metaphors of old testament blessings of the
tribes of israel for instance he laid hands on his father and promised
and the blessings of the deep that
the blessings of heaven above
lieth under after reciting that he was heir to the prophecies upon
ancient joseph 92 these words come from gen 4925 jacob s
promise to that son
in his blessings the prophet most frequently quotes deuteronomy 33 moses promises to the twelve tribes in that reference
upon joseph s descendants explicitly relate to his land
predictions uponjoseph
beut 3313 and joseph s favored inheritance is an intense theme
deut
the deep that coucheth
cou cheth bethe precious things of heaven
the chief things of the ancient mountains
the precious
neath
things of the earth and guiness thereof beut
deut 3313 15 just as
these divine covenants withjoseph
with joseph are applied to their american land
by book of mormon descendants they are re applied to the latter day
saints in early blessings for instance the prophet s most frequent
promise to family and church leaders is an abundance of the good
things of the earth 93 in biblical context this is the assurance of
fulness
ful
falness
ness of the
wealth to do the work of the kingdom and restates the guiness
precious things of the earth in the blessing of moses
moreover joseph smith uses another deuteronomy phrase that
could suggest money digging until one sees that the prophet defines
it otherwise the wealth of zebulun and issachar was sketched in
metaphor for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas and of
treasures hid in the sand deut
beut 3319 joseph smith quoted that
passage to william phelps s wife sally to explain the importance of
her husbands long assignment to kirtland during 1835 in a
postscript to one of william s letters to her in missouri the prophet
wrote that her husband would return and teach you things that have
been hid from the wise and prudent hidden things of old times as
moses said in beut
deut 33d chap 19th verse for they shall suck of the
11
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abundance of the seas and of the treasures hid in the sand some of
94
have
begun
come
forth
these things
to
here the treasures from the
sand were the recently acquired papyri from egypt joseph s
postscript was added to the letter in which william W phelps told
how the mummies and papyrus rolls came to kirtland concluding
these records of old times when we translate and print them in a
book will make a good witness for the book of mormon there is
nothing secret or hidden that shall not be revealed and they come to
95
the saints
the abraham papyri are similarly described in phelps s blessing
two months after joseph s postscript to sally the prophet then
blessed her husband he shall have part in that that cou
coucheth
cheth
beneath and it shall be revealed unto him things by the hand of the
lord s anointed that have been kept secret from the foundation of the
world concerning the last days in reality william W phelps was
then a scribe writing new knowledge concerning abraham that had
9
been hidden from the world 96
the prophet also gave similar words to
oliver cowdery reciting his heritage of the ancient blessings that
couch beneath even the hidden things of the ancient mountains
even the records that have been hid from the first ages from generation to generation shall he be an instrument in the hands of god and
his brother joseph of translating and bringing forth to the house of
israel 97
thus in the prophet s blessings to family and kirtland leaders
the buried treasure concept has figurative application to newly restored scriptures joseph also promised phelps the resources of the
earth but not on the condition of digging for them

he shall

be filled with a guiness of the good things of the earth with
houses and with lands with the fruit of the vine and with the fat of the
olive and he shall feed on the finest of the wheat and because of his
liberal soul the lord will make him rich even with treasures of gold
silver precious stones and with all precious metals 98

here the prophet outlines a full range of blessings with spiritual
metaphor translated to life the fruits of the land are the result of
labor not discovery and biblical imagery is evident for the prophet
nowhere encourages olive culture in missouri A parallel example is
the early revelation using the biblical term chariots in reference to
missouri stagecoaches
d&c 627 in this figurative context the
stage coaches dac
treasures of precious things are promised with mosaic phrasing
the discerning reader of these early blessings must sort out the
11
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imagery from the message for they are clearly patterned after the
poetic symbolic blessings closing genesis and deuteronomy
in 1833 joseph had given hyrum a special blessing filled with
biblical figures the goings of his feet shall ever be by streams of
living water closing with the theme that hyrum would have
means to serve god the prophet gave a panorama of wealth in terms
of the cattle asses and camels of genesis and also promised an
abundance of riches of the earth gold silver and treasures of
99
of
diamonds
and platina
precious stones
these 1833 words to
hyrum are nearly identical to the imagistic inventory after the good
things of the earth in the phelps blessing in that blessing underground discoveries were equated with new scripture but general
wealth was promised through a figurative list since hyrum s 1833
personal blessing has similar metaphor and lofty language the
inventory of riches also amounts to an assurance of earth s resources
the prophet s blessings generally give comfort and instruction in
specific terms but promises of wealth are often elaborate with no
particulars of when and where and how obtained in the above 1833
blessing joseph promised hyrum an abundance of riches of the
earth if it were proved authentic hyrum s 1838
1838 revelation would
be equally general about a great treasure in the earth joseph smith
gives such assurances as intense metaphor in his personal blessings
this survey of joseph smith s usages of treasure shows how that
term and its synonyms are predominately applied to the wealth of the
land given the faithful the prophet s applications of the treasure
concept are mostly biblical and refer to natural resources so much so
that the first major exodus revelation promised riches that are
equated with a land of promise dac
d&c 3818 jesus contrast of
earthly and heavenly treasures appears in the revelations and joseph
smith s private blessings sometimes use specific figures of precious
metals and stones in promising prosperity although such riches are
from the earth nothing suggests hoards to be gained by digging on
the contrary agricultural possessions stand beside mineral possessions in such blessings showing that both come from practical
enterprise moreover biblical symbolism is vivid in these promises
indeed the personal blessings given by joseph smith describe treasures actually coming out of the earth only in the case of ancient
records and even there the figurative concepts suggest revelation as
11 remains the only
much as discovery the salem revelation dac
d&c I1111
known document after 1829 in which joseph smith used treasure in

ili
ill
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the sense of a hoard of riches and that by way of correction not
approval
THE GIFT OF AARON

gift of aaron first appeared in the 1835 doctrine and
covenants referring to powers of revelation that oliver cowdery
should use as he began assisting joseph smith in book of mormon
translation dac
d&c 86 7 both men were later on the first presi
dency committee to revise the book of commandments when the
loo
wording of this 1829 revelation was changed 100
however its first
10
1011
loi
s
gift
of working with the rod
printing referred to cowdery
to
some this means that oliver cowdery had used a divining rod to
locate buried wealth in pre mormon days if this practice was cowdery s gift joseph smith apparently approved prior money digging
or else asked him to put the rod to a higher use
some view oliver cowdery as a treasure diviner because of a local
historian s theory in oliver s boyhood area around 1801
1801 a bubble of
zeal burst for the wood family and associates in middletown vermont they had enthusiastically claimed revelation setting up a new
israel and a new jerusalem by using the bible and treasure sticks
they were discredited after an intense night of unrest while waiting
for god s destructions about forty years later the movement was
investigated by lawyer barnes frisbie who sought to prove that these
money digging israelites were one source if not the main source
102
from which came this monster mormonism
his evidence was
their biblical restorationism plus a fugitive counterfeiter named
winchell or wingate who had an undefined relationship with
oliver cowdery s father william in nearby wells vermont frisbie heard that the stranger stayed at cowdery s some little time
103
keeping himself concealed
the wood group supposedly learned
their rodding from this faceless individual but frisbie gives no
reason for including william cowdery in the wood group except as
Winchell Wingate
host to winchellwingate
this last point needs emphasis because william cowdery is the
only direct link between mormonism and the wood movement
frisbie mentions him in two very disconnected paragraphs at first
he profiles william s supposed relationship with the counterfeiter
then william is dropped for fifteen pages while full details of the
wood affair or scrape are told but william cowdery did not live
near the wood group did not attend their meetings nor is he even

the
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mentioned as a distant sympathizer to repeat his one relationship
was supposedly boarding the pretender who supposedly taught
divining to the woods and used them as a front for a coining scam
from this loose chain of association frisbie draws a strange conclusion 1 I have before said that oliver cowdery s father was in the
wood scrape but william cowdery s knowing a man who knew
the woods does not make him a participant indeed oliver s father
is absent from all sources preceding frisbie an 1828 newspaper
history of the wood episode refers to neither the mysterious counter10
feiter nor cowdery 104
of
middletown survivors of
the main group ofmiddletown
were
the 1800 period
more than thirty old men and women
interviewed up to i860
1860 and they said nothing of a counterfeiter or of
cowdery 105 the 1867 recollections of a minister who visited the
group in the final weeks of their movement include mention of the
counterfeiter but not cowdery when a disciple was asked where the
criminal stayed he answered he keeps himself secreted in the
106
log
woods
frisbie s own claims about the cowdery connection to the
wood group are both unclear and unsupported 107 this is the patchwork of folklore not tightly woven history
frisbie s summation soars even further beyond his facts 1 I have
been told thatjoe
that joe smith s father resided in poultney at the time of the
wood movement here and that he was in it and one of the leading
rods men that claim is empty for family and town sources clearly
rodsman
rodsmen
place the prophet s father fifty miles away as a young married farmer
108
in tunbridge vermont
frisbie is here building his picture of a
vermont money digging team winchellwingate
Winchell Wingate and the elders
cowdery and smith to be later revived in palmyra with their sons
added but both oliver and joseph said they had never seen each
109
before
frisbie also claims
beginning the 1829 translation
other
without supporting evidence that after leaving vermont the
counterfeiter was in the smiths new york neighborhood a conknew
tention frisbie claims has been fully proven by men who
him in both places hardly so for the historian s sources associate
mormons
Mormons
the counterfeiter with the woods but not with new york cormons
in fact frisbie admits there is no document linking the counterfeiter
mormons
Mor mons the name of the counterfeiter whether it was
to the cormons
winchell or wingate does not appear in any account that 1I have
seen unless he had by this time assumed another name but he had
been at palmyra for some years and went with them from palmyra to
110
lio
llo
again after the claim that the elder smith was a wood
ohio
rodsman frisbie admits of this 1I cannot speak positively for the
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want of satisfactory evidence while speculating beyond his data
frisbie overstates william cowdery s role as a wood participant as
already noted and also makes him and joseph smith sr the central
characters in his plot of how mormonism really began
0

he then lived in wells

afterwards in middletown after that went to
palmyra and there we find these men with the counterfeiter
winchell searching for money over the hills and mountains with the
hazel rod and their sons joe and oliver as soon as they were old
enough were in the same business and continued in it until they
lii111
brought out the vilest scheme that ever cursed the country iii

this guesswork deserves little notice but it was apparently taken

at face value by whitney cross the analyst of new york revivalism
who shattered chronology by referring to the wood movement and
adding one of the two leaders named winchell and a follower
named oliver cowdery moved to palmyra new york where the
112
latter in time became joseph smith s clerical assistant
the wood
movement deflated about 1801
1801 oliver was born in 1806 so he could
hardly have been a follower of wood or winchell further as we
have seen no winchell is known in palmyra or around the smiths
nor does present evidence make william cowdery a wood adherent
or a rodsman
here a good historian relies on secondary description and does
not get his facts straight cross cites david M ludlum who says that
winchell and oliver cowdery a son of a prominent actor in the wood
scrape subsequently moved from middleton to palmyra 113 cross
has simply taken the son for the father but cross s source ludlum
carelessly repeated frisbie s exaggeration of the elder cowdery s
affiliation with the woods although ludlum made this mistake he
realized there were only common cultural roots not direct relationlists and mormon founders a
ships between the vermont millennialists
millennia
quarter of a century later the strands of connection between the
wood scrape and the palmyra outcroppings
outcrop pings are too tenuous to
114
withstand historical criticism
one can begin to see the real people when the historical ghosts
are removed A newspaper reconstruction of the wood affair was
written forty years before frisbie s nearer the event and not infected
with the goal of tying it to mormonism this account simply says
removed into the
that the discredited leaders of the fraternity
county of st lawrence new york where it is said something of
their former delusion stuck by them this location is a hundred
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miles from palmyra and there is no known new york interaction of
the woods and the smiths
this best wood source has the further value of listing multiple
uses of the rod
they claimed

also inspired power with which to cure all sorts of
diseases intuitive knowledge of lost or stolen goods and ability to
discover the hidden treasures of the earth as well as the more convenient talent of transmuting ordinary substances into the precious
metals
the instrument of their miraculous powers was a cleft
stick or rod something of the form of an inverted Y and when this
talisman was firmly grasped in either hand by its two points it was
believed to indicate the proper course to be pursued or point out some
substances of medicinal utility or fix the locality of some valuable
mine whichever of these the agent was pleased to wish 115

As will be seen this forked branch is not the type suggested by
cowdery s revelation on the gift of working with the rod but
though the direct mormon wood connection fails historically the
wood example does show that the divining rod was used for guidance
in other matters besides searching for gold uncritical historians may

report valuable information along with unreliable conclusions thus
frisbie quotes the letter of a visiting minister who describes how the
rod pointed to plants and roots that they used to cure diseases and
also answered yes no questions on what tribe of israel an individual
ilg
was from 116
frisbie also seems to credit old timer jabez D perry in
picturing the rod as used whenever they desired any information
not only for the right medicine in sickness but also to know whether
they would live or die as well as all their business matters 117
while such answers might be manipulation superstition or attempts at true revelation they show broader possibilities for
cowdery s instructions on the rod shortly after meeting oliver
joseph smith commended him on his gift of working with the rod
18
behold it has told you things
since this suggests general guidance joseph smith s 1829 revelation did not necessarily refer to
money digging
As discussed the wood episode is no more than a cultural
analogy joseph smith s reasons for approving the rod must be
reconstructed from mormon sources the rod instruction came in
april 1829 soon after the two men met early that month it is one of
serles
two revelations clarifying translation but the third in this series
came earlier that first message introduced oliver to the concepts
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deflnes the scope of
behind the rod revelation thus section 6 defines
119
ilg
approval for the rod in section 8
oliver cowdery s first revelation commanded him to lay aside
the world and build the restored kingdom seek not for riches but
for wisdom and behold the mysteries of god shall be unfolded unto
you and then shall you be made rich behold he that hath eternal life
is rich dac
d&c 67 whatever prior use oliver made of his gift of
working with the rod this revelation directed him to heavenly
treasure indeed this first command names but one special power
thy gift is sacred and cometh from above it is defined as the
ability to inquire and know mysteries which are great and marvelous thus oliver is commanded to exercise thy gift that thou
mayest find out mysteries that thou mayest bring many to the
knowledge of the truth yea convince them of the error of their
120
ways
thus his gift of knowledge of salvation will lead to the
greatest of all gifts the gift of salvation dac
d&c 610 13
oliver s initial revelation closes with the command to seek
heavenly treasures by assisting in bringing to light with your
gift those parts of my scriptures which have been hidden because of
iniquity dac
d&c 627 the revelation on the gift of the rod probably
followed within a week 121 it continued the theme of learning ancient
truths through translating
remember this is your gift
d&c 85 and it could be exercised by believing you shall receive
dac
a knowledge concerning the engravings of old records dac
d&c 8811
then a second promise was made
now this

gift of
working with the rod behold it has told you things behold there is
no other power save god that can cause this rod of nature to work in
your hands for it is the work of god and therefore whatsoever you
shall ask me to tell you by that means will 1I grant unto you that you
shall know

is not all for you have another gift which is the

122

but there were strict limits to this promise trifle not with these
things do not ask for that which you ought not ask that you may
know the mysteries of god and that you may translate all those
ancient records 123
so the rod of nature in cowdery s hands would be a means of
gaining revelation on doctrine the only known counterpart in early
mormon documents says the same though reflected in a waffled
mirror one of the strangest witnesses to early latter day saint
convictions is jesse smith the hostile brother of joseph smith sr
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hyrum had written letters to his grandfather

family similar to
1831
mother smith s 1851
1831 letter to her brother announcing that god had
185
sent forth a revelation in these last days and this revelation is called
124
mormon
of
book
the
although joseph s immediate family believed his grandfather s family was divided with the oldest son
sonjesse
jesse
as bitter minority leader hyrum s correspondence has to be reconstructed
struc ted through jesse s replayed words distorted by scorn
s

alas what is man when left to his own way he makes his own
gods if a golden calf he falls down and worships before it and says
this is my god which brought me out of the land of vermont if it
be a gold book discovered by the necromancy of infidelity and dug
from the mines of atheism he writes that the angel of the lord has
revealed to him the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge even
divine revelation which has lain in the bowels of the earth for thousands of years is at last made known to him he says he has eyes to see
things that are not and then has the audacity to say they are and this
angel of the lord devil it should be has put me in possession of great
wealth gold and silver and precious stones so that 1I shall have the
5
dominion in all the land of palmyra 125

but

hyrum s earlier message that the record came from the angel of
the lord is clear as is the gold book mocked again in the middle
and given a closing sneer the story is that the gold book proved to
eJoseph
be lead the serious claims of th
the
thejoseph
joseph smith family can be seen by
jesse s repeated scoffing at the same things on the other hand the
possession of great wealth is a one
time jibe possibly jesse s ironic
onetime
overstatement that those claiming the hidden treasures of wisdom
11

12
126

and knowledge ought to get gold and silver in the bargain
jesse smith also speaks of a rod possessed by joseph s father but
his statement is probably distorted like his version of the book of
mormon story the rod information came to jesse by an intermediary
from joseph smith sr your father would not be implicated in this
place but for the message he sent by the hands of a fool to my brother
127
samuel
the messenger who believes all to be a fact could be
martin harris or someone like him who had time and money to
make the trip to st lawrence county the month was june 1829
when the book of mormon was being finished and printing worries
were beginning so uncle samuel might have been approached for
help which would intensify the irony of jesse s great wealth
language uncle jesse seems to know firsthand what the palmyra
messenger said about a rod which is ridiculed not because it leads to
treasure but because it leads to information jesse scolds hyrum
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527
who

withstood moses in egypt that he can tell the distance from india
to ethiopia and another fool story many other things alike ridicu128

lous

so there are two rod sources in mid 1829 cowdery s revelation
names his rod of nature in a phrase suggesting simply cut wood
perhaps in contrast to a magician s wand made of rare materials then
bres who
there is uncle jesse s wand or rod like jannes and jambres
dambres
Jam
withstood moses in egypt since his rhetoric associates the smith
rod with god s enemies a 180 degree correction must be made 129
jesse consistently takes the words of his visionary kinsmen and makes
exact reversals his sarcasm changes their gold book to a lead
book and makes their angel of the lord into one of satan s
130
jesse regularly changes the good source to an evil one and
angels
the opposite of the wands of jannes and jambres
dambres would be the rod of

aaron
As noted the 1835 doctrine and covenants deleted two rod
references and replaced them with the gift of aaron possessed by
joseph s new scribe although this supposedly shifted meanings it
looks more like clarification the revision retained words about
holding the rod you shall hold it in your hands and do marvelous
works and no power shall be able to take it out of your hands for it is
the work of god d&c
dac 88 such language does not really remove
the rod but identifies it with aaron As will be seen section 8 even
implied this in its original form
A surprising harmony exists between the two 1829 sources on
the function of the rod uncle jesse said the messenger claimed that
ethopia was discerned through the
the distance from india to etheopia
rod perhaps more heavy satire since one expert on magic names
131
yet jesse
as
best
sites
for
the
special
properties
these
stones of
ridicules the idea of receiving information through the rod whether or
not his sneer correctly represents his source the bitter uncle could
have been expected to make the most of the smiths divining for
treasure but instead he associates a mormon rod with pharaoh s
magicians so his hostile letter pictures that rod as something more
than a treasure rod
11

in oliver cowdery

revelation the gift of working with the
rod is subordinated to revelation since no doctrine and covenants
section has a more concentrated theme the opening lines state the
message of translating by the holy ghost which shall come upon
you and which shall dwell in your heart dac
d&c 81 2 the closing
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lines immediately follow the rod references and invite oliver to ask
that you may know the mysteries of god and that you may translate
all those ancient records 132 asking for these two reasons refers to
the double gifts of the short revelation the gift of the spirit of
4 and another gift of workrevelation in translation osc
d&c
83
dac
133
135
ing with the rod dac
but that second gift serves the same
d&c 86
purpose as the first whatsoever you shall ask me to tell you by that
means that will 1I grant unto you that you shall know referring to
the mysteries of god 134 both gifts result in revelation through
inner faith the single subject of the inspired message both the rod
and translation stones are dependent upon the spirit of revelation
behold this is the spirit by which moses brought the children of israel
through the red sea on dry ground dac
d&c 83 these words call up
a biblical epic of revelation and use of the rod in exodus the lord
spake unto moses is the constant means of moving israel to the red
sea moses authority and god s power were then shown through a
physical instrument but lift thou up thy rod and stretch out thine
hand over the sea and divide it and the children of israel shall go on
dry ground through the midst of the sea ex 1416
no known source tells whether oliver did money digging before
becoming the book of mormon scribe and american divining does
not really fit the inner sources of the new religion to make a divining
rod thestem
chestem
th estem was cut just below forked branches the diviner held
one of the branches in each hand and located treasure or water by
movement of the center stub under tension but the forked stick is
not the pattern for oliver cowdery s rod either in purpose or
association with aaron true section 8 told oliver that the rod
worked in your hands however a straight rod may also be held by
both hands in any event section 8 approves a rod only for sacred
information it also suggests the rod that displayed god s power in
the egyptian plagues in striking the rock for life giving water or in
calling down strength on israel s warriors that rod was a straight
shaft the shepherd s staff possessed by moses at his call ex 42 4
used by both moses and aaron it was foremost the rod of god
also moses rod but formally called the rod of aaron
it gunc
tinned as a visible sign of authority just as judah s scepter was a
tioned
jacob s blessing or elijah s staff was held by
sign of divine kingship in injacob
13
136
156
the servant who went in his name
thus the rod of aaron was a staff
of delegated agency and the 1835 revision to the gift of aaron
suggests oliver s spiritual power to assist joseph smith as aaron
assisted moses
11
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is a crossroads of method for the interpreter of joseph s
revelations it is unwise to pursue environmental influences on too
narrow a basis for the bible is the controlling background for this

here

restorationist christianity As discussed oliver cowdery s rod appears right after mention of moses and the red sea miracle though
the gift of aaron was not substituted for the rod of nature until
1835 oliver s role as spokesman for joseph was present from the
outset of their relationship in 1830 the authority of the presiding
prophet was emphasized with joseph receiving revelations even
as moses
and with oliver declaring them even as aaron
d&c 282 3 this referred to moses as the presiding prophet and
dac
aaron as mouth and he shall be thy spokesman unto the people
11

ex 416
oliver cowdery s mission to ohio was soon a main force in
converting sidney rigdon who traveled to meet the prophet and
who was named scribe and spokesman in the absence of oliver
d&c 3517 23 As the first presidency developed sidney rigdon
dac
and oliver cowdery both had their place as assistants whenoliver
when oliver
was heavily involved as church editor in 1833 joseph relied principally on sidney as his counselor A revelation then declared sidney a
spokesman unto my servant joseph again aaron s biblerole
bibie role
bible
roie since
joseph as the revelator was to guide the spokesman dac
d&c 1009
11
two months later joseph smith gave sidney a patriarchal
blessing severely cautioning him against pride but outlining his call
and potential A spokesman unto the lord shall he be all the days of
his life and it shall come to pass that he shall hold the rod as of aaron
137
in his right hand
volce with
this blessing adds the rod to the image of aaron as voice
one other relevant phrase added about sidney rigdon for the lord
shall reveal unto the seer of israel and he shall declare it since
aaron s rod was really moses staff that had been touched by god
the rod as of aaron is here a sign of a delegated representative in
exodus god commanded the miracles through moses but they
generally took place as aaron raised the rod thus the rod as of
aaron is probably a metaphor in rigdon s blessing but one that
reveals the biblical basis of joseph smith s thinking in joseph s
revelations only two men are titled spokesmen because these two
are also associated with the rod oliver s working with the rod
suggests that the rod would bring revelation because it signified
associate authority this is the major distinction from aaron s rod in
early magical handbooks anyone could read the bible and attempt
11
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to duplicate any practice anyone could attach aaron s name to
magical wands or divining sticks the name is not the issue but the
authentic context of delegated power
the revelation authority aspects of oliver cowdery s rod are
clues to its method of operation the woods
woods rods probably chose
between alternatives so the dips of the stem would answer questions
on a yes no basis but the prophetic authority staff provides a better
model one harmonious with joseph smith s known thinking as the
leader of the restored church some associates of the prophet used a
rod in special prayer in 1841
1841 orson hyde wrote from the near east
after dedicating israel for the gathering on what was anciently
called mount zion where the temple stood I1
used the rod
according to the prediction upon my head 138 he had previously
prayed on the mount of olives moving down to the edge of the city
erecting similar stone memorials at both places and obviously praying again so he used a rod of petition in some form what personal
prophecy was fulfilled perhaps that of oliver cowdery in ordaining
orson hyde an apostle and promising he shall have power to
smite the earth with pestilence to divide waters and lead through the
139
from
land
land to
and from sea to sea
saints he shall go
did this
transatlantic apostle feel empowered to use a rod of aaron once
egypto that prevented israel from
again to invoke plagues on modern egypts
returning here the rod of authority would be the rod of prayer
blessing
sing is the only known source behind hyde s predicblet
biet
cowdery s bleg
tion upon my head thus hyde s use of the rod in jerusalem
suggests how oliver might have understood his 1829 revelation
A staff is also visible in heber C kimball s biography where
functions of prayer and special authority are blended heber recalled
dreaming of joseph smith during heber s 1837 voyage to england
the apostle stood near the front of the ship and was visited by the
prophet who said brother heber here is a rod putting it into my
hands with which you are to guide the ship while you hold this rod
and the hand of god shall be with you
you shall prosper
in the
dream the promise was fulfilled by the ship s knifing through all
obstacles heber s was a straight staff this rod which joseph gave
140
me was about three and a half feet in length
the dream must
have approximated what heber C kimball knew in reality for his
journal records several prayers answered by this means his son gives
the recollection of capable pioneer sarah granger kimball
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brother kimball showed me a rod that the lord through the prophet
joseph had given to him he said that when he wanted to find out
anything that was his right to know all he had to do was to kneel
down with the rod in his hand and that sometimes the lord would
141
answer his questions before he had time to ask them

heber s son added my mother and my sister helen mar told
me the same thing and added to it that president young received a
similar rod from the lord at the same time 1422 this description does
14 3
div
dividers
diviners
held
by
shaped
hands
iners
Y
rod
fit
the
the
that
both
not
but
foot staff of kimball s dream as well as the blessing of
it fits the three
threefoot
sidney rigdon who was told he would hold the rod as of aaron in
1

his right hand perhaps a metaphor but one with literal imagery if
answers came to heber C kimball before the questions were asked
then the rod functioned as an aid to faith a symbol of authority in
prayer rather than some physical pointer As noted oliver cowdery s
rod instruction is the middle directive of three messages forming a
cohesive context and they contain classic summaries of the inner
process of revelation peace to your mind dac
d&c 6 the holy
ghost
shall dwell in your heart dac
d&c 82 your bosom shall
burn within you therefore you shall feel that it is right dac
d&c 98
mormon documents on the rod give no hint of an external mechanical operation
heber C kimball s journal notes his staff in contexts of solemn
prayer in nauvoo after the martyrdom he went home and used
the rod 1I got a witness elder richards would live that we would
144
one cannot be sure but kimball s entries
overcome our enemies
suggest more than yes no questions in washington three weeks
before the martyrdom heber detailed the most solemn priesthood
prayer the comfort he received and then he added 1 I inquired by
the rod it was said my family was well that my wife would come to
145
A
me in the east and that congress would not do anything for us
18455 in
similar procedure recurs in the kimball journal 2 55 january 184
solving a mosaic of personal concerns

the same evening

sat down in my house in the presence of my wife
and inquired of the lord by the rod as follows if we should finish the
temple it was verily yes that my sins were forgiven and that I1
should overcome and get my appointment of my inheritance while in
this probation and that the temple committee were not enemies to
1I

the twelve apostles

146

another complex answer came in the utah period as the method is
tersely noted in the evening it was told me by the lord rod that
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congress of the united states would reject the saints and would not
admit us as a state government and force their officers on us by their
1477
power
jesus miracles sometimes involved physical aids but faith was
always the basis of god s blessings although paul and joseph smith
sent handkerchiefs as signs for successful healing this was excep148
tional for both prophets
the same thing is true of the kimball rod
authorized by the prophet it was used in special cases without
wide pattern here is a rod for answer to prayer
churchwide
establishing a Church
churchwise
matching the context and symbolism of the 1829 directive to oliver
cowdery continued use of the divining rod by any individual
mormon has little bearing on the meaning of cowdery s gift in
section 8 he and joseph smith were the parties to an understanding
of its meaning and no line of evidence establishes their use of a rod for
material treasure on meeting in 1829 thus their 1835 change of
the rod of nature to the gift of aaron apparently came from a
desire to make a distinction between oliver s gift and the divining
rod it also clarified a context present from the beginning moreover
actual practice is the check on verbal analysis and hyde s use of the
rod apparently comes from cowdery while kimball s periodic use
traces to the prophet in the 1829 gift of the rod the original and
continuing emphasis was on god s gift rather than the rod
though the latter continued as a sign before god in occasional
1

11

religious practice
BEYOND

environment

religion science and magic all have the same broad goal ex
pla ining reality and controlling it so if the young joseph smith
plaiding
plaining
crossed borders would he necessarily lose credibility he did for
biographer fawn brodie who portrayed an early schemer of cun
ning and deception who later put on a religious costume and played
his new role with a highly compensated but nevertheless very real
1
149
one major problem with this theory is that joseph s
sincerity
immediate family wife and major employers knew him in both eras
and saw an equally sincere youth in the pre mormon period for
instance josiah stowell the main proprietor of the spanish treasure
dig was quoted on the 1827 background of the book of mormon
of
ofj the work for he knew too
he never staggered at the foundation ofa
much concerning it 150 stowell also specifically reviewed the transition years from 1824 to 1830 and was quoted in a simple testimonial
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of the young joseph smith he has been acquainted with him six
years and he never knew anything of him but what was right also
know him to be a seer and a prophet 151
dabb lings
fresh investigations of folk magic have made joseph s dabblings
in money digging more respectable but at the possible cost of
misinterpretation descriptive history is highly tolerant of most
cultures and world views thus it is easy to place occult practices
under the umbrella of religion adopting a rationalization broader
than joseph smith s community rumor in the howe affidavits does
not reflect joseph s limited admissions in the 1825 notes on testimony where the youth used frequently of divining lost objects but
occasionally of treasure seeking reinforced by had always rather
declined having anything to do with this business which is the
orientation of his own history and that of his mother 152 will the
open mindedness of analysts of treasure digging suggest scenes
broader thanjoseph
than joseph s realities his later negative judgments on such
searching correlate with the tone of the earliest trial notes and
therefore suggest limited involvement thus the historian should be
cautious about assuming that the later religious years continued a
practice about which young joseph had misgivings evidently because of his religious experiences
abstract definitions separate religion and magic only partially
and with great difficulty yet joseph smith sources show that the
restored church made important choices at several religious crossroads one is joseph s education from self seeking to god seeking
he was under condemnation in most of his accounts of first viewing
the plates his mother oliver cowdery and joseph knight all give
the reason as covetousness hoping to acquire some of the ancient
objects for the semi altruistic goal of enriching his family the period
of training that followed is summarized in the artless narrative of the
prophet s first autobiography
11

for now 1I had been tempted of the adversary and sought the plates to
obtain riches and kept not the commandment that I1 should have an eye
chasteney
chast ened and sought
single to the glory of god therefore I1 was chastened
diligently to obtain the plates and obtained them not until I1 was
53
age
of
one
years
twenty

one informed popularizer defines magic

technique of
harnessing the secret powers of nature and seeking to influence events
15
154
most occult money digging did fit such a
for one s own purpose
goal water witching is practiced today by hundreds who use it
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merely as a mechanistic method

155

formerly supernatural treasure
guardians were often appeased which added ritual to money digging
but not a religious purpose on the other hand joseph smith s
revelations from the first insisted that all religious service and ceremony was exclusively for god s purposes so there was a deep
doctrinal tension between the published ideals of the new religion
mormons
Mormons
and any paranormal search for enrichment by individual cormons
in utah brigham young acknowledged supernatural forces in some
new york money digging but he took the position of mormon
documents from the beginning that seeking buried treasure was
not the business of latter day saints devoted to lives of eternal
156
15

significance
several other basics of theology prevented the restored church
cormons in an
from approving magical practices and put individual mormons
117
157
i 7
inconsistent position if there was continuation of the occult
with
other major religions mormonism holds deep convictions on the
sovereignty of god which traditional magic weakly acknowledges if
at all thus invincible procedures are designed to control supernatural forces in standard situations not bend to the will of a higher
power the pattern of prayer in gethsemane is not generally found in
magical handbooks but the revelations of the restored church
promised answers to prayer in accordance with god s will not man s
dictation thus david aune who has conceptual problems in separating religion and magic finds a central difference when magic
deviates from majority religion in methods and when the goals
sought are virtually guaranteed through the management of supernatural powers in more c oncise terms this is the contrast between
manipulative magic and supplicative religion 158 As discussed the
prophet came to salem massachusetts in search of treasure and was
told to wait for the due time of the lord since his revelation there
flatly said wealth would come later it ruled out the power of any
incantation or charm had one been available to the prophet thus
1I 1I required patient humility and did not fit a magical context
d&c
dac 11I 11
of allowing a skilled practitioner to force an immediate result
on a functional level magic tends to work with objects and
words by themselves not inner spirituality or moral worthiness of the
petitioner As aune observes ancient pagan religions tended to do
the same while classical handbooks of magic mention patterns of
worthiness their amulets elaborate ritual and standard formulas
monotonously stress the mechanical jesus insisted on the general
iciple
pri
principle
icicle of faith as a condition of signs so scholars who treat his

lii
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healing words as ritual patterns are avoiding the real point of why
159
miracles occurred
likewise hugh nibley notes the similarity of
the book of mormon liahona and the little known practice of arrow
divination with the comment religion becomes magic when the
power by which things operate is transferred from god to the things
igo
160
themselves
something of a reverse process was evidently at work
as joseph smith adapted the seer stone of his environment to the
intensely spiritual work of translating the ancient american plates
there is another striking difference between the mature joseph
smith and the mystic practitioner after receiving the plates in late
1827 joseph bore the burden of worldly survival and the production
and publication of a major scripture among world religions his life
is well documented from that time and all his visible goals were
doctrinal and practical in ohio he generated new scripture translations and revelations shared in weekday instruction for the elders in
theology and language gave regular preaching at the center and in
outlying areas joseph s practical programs included securing lands
for the gathering carrying out church businesses and publishing
and planning and building temples these projects continued during
the year of resettlement in missouri along with beginning a major
history and the illinois crescendo left little time for anything
else constant public speaking the temple missionary supervision
the gathering evading false arrest major family and social responsibilities and management of economic civic and military affairs to
assume the prophet had continued interest in treasure digging is to
miss his intense devotion to restoring the ancient gospel and reestablishing christ s church and people one flirtation with a salem
windfall means little in the light of overwhelming documentation in
eternal concerns if other salem like episodes were discovered they
would still be exceptions to joseph smith s impressive record of
working to capacity for family and god s kingdom
this is why the criticism of brewster s money digging during
the nauvoo period speaks clearly latter day saint spirituality ran in
deep channels of prayer public worship and restored biblical ceremonies folk practices probably expressed religious strivings for
some in their pre mormon period but were essentially confined to
that time and later temple ceremonies were given a thoroughly
biblical and christian content magic rituals and their paraphernalia
were foreign to the new religion perhaps not always suppressed on a
private level but clearly condemned when attempts were made to
legitimize them as adjuncts to the faith
1
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in joseph s lifetime the church acted against arts of divination
with initiative from local officers evidently without consulting
superiors the two cases here were affirmed by leaders close enough to
the prophet to reflect his views in 1841
1841 joseph s apostle cousin
george A smith presided over the staffordshire conference and
made a public report by calling on fellow apostle wilford woodruff
to explain the church position
ford
moumford
the president then brought up the case of a brother Mourn

who
was holding the office of a priest from whom fellowship had been
withdrawn by the council of officers in consequence of his practicing
fortune telling magic black art etc and called upon elders
woodruff and cordon to express their feelings upon the subject when
elder woodruff arose and spoke briefly upon the subject and informed
the assembly that we had no such custom or practice in the church
and that we should not fellowship any individual who practiced
magic fortune telling black art etc for it was not of god when it
was moved and carried by the whole church that fellowship be with16
gord
drawn from brother moumford
Mourn ford
1

A clear summary of this action was then sent to nauvoo and
published in the times and seasons by don carlos smith unchallenged by his prophet brother 1622 another stand against occult
practices was taken by hyrum smith in his nauvoo role of assistant
president of the church A bishop s court had charged benjamin
holt with accusing certain persons of being witches or wizards and
endeavoring to cure such as he said was bewitched by art and
meddling with those things unlawfully after the trial expanded the
issues bishop david evans ruled the decision of the courtis
court is that
brother hoyt cease to call certain characters witches or wizards and
that he cease to work with the rod he calls a divining rod and that he
1633
cease to burn a board or boards to heal the sick by art
the ruling
was ratified when the case went to the high council on appeal after
investigation president hyrum smith decided that council confirm
the decision of the bishop s court which was voted by the council
164
i
unanimously
there is consistency in disciplining those using rods and stones
by art or unlawfully whereas limited religious uses of similar
objects were not challenged the general issue was sensibly discussed
in print when the prophet was nominal editor of the times and
seasons gladden bishop and others had claimed public revelation
raising the question of the difference between true and false
was a carefully reasoned editorial try the
prophecy the result pas
was
1

1
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it reviewed counterfeit prophecy and tongues including the

kirtland pentecostal extravagances
extravagantes that were corrected by joseph
smith a reminder that similar outward practices may have a godly or
ungodly use indeed the gift of tongues had special warnings attached to it the editorial reasoned that false spirits could be detected
by true inspiration but outward tests were added true revelation
would not produce strange practices overawing
over awing others by outward
overswing
display by contortion of body or voice by contradicting god s
165
commands or by competing with his appointed leadership

whereas the new testament depicts inspired and uninspired
expressions of the gift of tongues the old testament emphasizes the
tension between right and wrong use of prophecy for instance an
accurate summary of old testament divination notes the seership
aspect of prophecy as often misused the term could be used
occasionally in a good sense as we might speak of a prophet having
clairvoyant gifts without thereby approving all forms of clairvoy166
so the whole bible wrestles with the problem that a given
ance
external pattern may be approved by god at one time and not
another thus it should pose no religious difficulty that joseph s seer
stone of his youth was later applied to the higher use of inspired
translation of the book of mormon there is even a claim that joseph
discovered the plates through the stone though his own vision
accounts do not hint at this and in 1829 even scornful uncle jesse
only knows that the angel of the lord has revealed to him the hidden
1677
no doubt joseph s fervent
knowledge
treasures of wisdom and
religious strivings were real as he eloquently recounts them this
general unrest involved him to an unknown extent in money digging
ritual here it is easier to sketch a model than round it out in the
absence of reliable data joseph was also involved in the forms of
revival religion and then left them behind after visions came magical
religion could serve the same function of inquiry since the credibility
of the answer is the real question for joseph smith early pennsylvania german culture illustrates the marriage of piety and some magic
where spells and christian prayers intermingle in trust that god can
control supernatural forces 1688 such an environment tinted young
joseph smith but did not change the unfailing devotional color of his
early life if joseph smith s early searches brought him to occult
frontiers his final answers were revelatory biblical and christian
some assume joseph s lifetime involvement with stones used in his
new york neighborhood for searching out riches or lost objects but
transformation is the core of joseph s personality oliver cowdery s
1

1
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first revelations show the strictly religious use of the translation stone by
1829 furthermore a significant nauvoo episode emphasizes its higher
use

in 1841 wilford woodruff along with the twelve visited the
prophet joseph unfolded much and wilford had the privilege of
9
seeing for the first time in my day the urim
Thum mim
arim and thummim
that
statement may not be technically true since brigham young noted the
same occasion and remembered that joseph explained to us the arim
urim
and thummim which he found with the plates and afterward showed
170
the seer stone
thus joseph commented on both types of stones but
their common properties may have caused wilford woodruff to use the
terms interchangeably in utah president woodruff must have had the
same stone that the twelve saw in nauvoo and he called it the seer s
stone that joseph smith found by revelation some 30 feet under the
171
earth carried by him through life 17
but this was not the double stone
that came from cumorah just under the surface which joseph said was
returned to the angel concerning the nauvoo visit of the twelve
brigham young reported that joseph showed us his seer stone and
brigham then explained he said that every man who lived on the earth
was entitled to a seer stone and should have one but they are kept from
them in consequence of their wickedness and most of those who do find
172
make
evil
one
use of it 72 here is the prophet s criticism of the
an
treasure seekers of his environment for him the most visible possessors
of such stones moreover his guarded disclosure to apostles of seven
years shows that the maturejoseph
joseph neither taught nor practiced treasure
mature ejoseph
matur
digging or they would have already been familiar with the stone and his
views on it
carried by him through life was wilford woodruff s phrase
regarding joseph and the stone but possessed by him through life is
the apparent intent of such language the arim
urim and thummim were the
171
175
means of receiving most of the formal revelations until june 1829 173
that was the time of completing the book of mormon which was
translated through the urim
arim and thummim and also the seer stone but
no type of stone is involved in receiving revelation or translation after
that orson pratt watched the new testament revision and wondered
why the book of mormon procedure was not continued
while this thought passed through the speaker s mind joseph as if
he read his thoughts looked up and explained that the lord gave him
the arim
urim and thummim when he was inexperienced in the spirit of
inspiration but now he had advanced so far that he understood the
operations of that spirit and did not need the assistance of that
instrument

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol24/iss4/7

174

50

Anderson: The Mature Joseph Smith and Treasure Searching

joseph smith and treasure searching
marur
mature
Matur ejoseph
the maturejoseph

539

the same logic would apply to the seer stone

which disappears from
historical notice apparently not operational in joseph s religious
activities the essence of the new religion was the inner experience of
revelation not its means whether or not aided by objects like the
stone
religion refers to inner strivings toward god a definition
applicable to the prophet from youth to martyrdom yet strident
critics deny this charging that joseph s use of the seeking stone for
translation involved the occult but even before the prophet outgrew
the stone he was applying it to higher spiritual goals after early
experimentation with more worldly uses according to joseph s
mother oliver cowdery and his own accounts his four year tutorial
at cumorah instilled commitment and personal sacrifice in carrying
out his translation assignment the prophet s testimony asks for
belief in his spiritual metamorphosis during years of preparation
icause joseph himself was a new man neither bible nor stone was
icausi
because
be
the same object it had been before the early visions were the sure
lights that guided the young traveler out of the dark forests of his
culture believers in sudden salvation no doubt have trouble with this
gradual and sometimes stumbling journey Is the stone automatically
superstition that raises the question of defining religion by christian and jewish precedents what is the bible if not a record of the
methods of god s direction of men one who considers that view will
see these joseph smith issues in the revelation stones of the old and

new testaments

the last book of the new testament was nearly the last written
and divides its contents between a remarkable sequence of visions of
the future and first century revelations to the faithful in the less
symbolic contemporary part the promise is made and 1I will give
him a white stone and on the stone a new name written which no one
knows except him who receives it rev 217 175 commentators on
this verse wrestle with the issue of religion versus cult out of many
possible meanings the trend is to see some sort of magic stone
here an amulet or charm to ward off evil drawing power from a
sacred name the similarity with pagan practices is puzzling to
many the same problem exists in old testament analysis of the
Thum mim for the concept of miraculous
stones of the arim
urim and thummim
stones is avoided by many scholars who propose a drawing of yes no
lots with the two stones or their two faces although the lot can be
biblical when combined with prayer to god a more spiritual perception of the urim
arim and thummim is available
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actually the combining of dreams arim
urim and prophets 1 1I sam
286 indicates that even as the first and last terms denote revelations
to the mind of the petitioner through a prophetic intermediary so
urim denotes a correspondingly personal revelation through the
arim
mind of that priestly intermediary who wore the shining stones of the
breastpiece in israels
and the priestly oracles were not
israels sanctuary
but provided detailed explanations
limited to yes or no answers
judg 1111 1 sam 1022 2 sam 523 scripture condemns pagan
mechanical divination

hos 412

176

in revelation john incorporates past religious symbols into his
message thus the most internally consistent interpretation of the
white stone combines with the book s assurance that the faithful
will become kings and priests to the most high rev 16 these
eternal priests will be in tune with god s will like the high priest
with the breastplate of shining stones and the urim
arim in hebrew that
term means light corresponding to the white stone of john s
revelation this correlation should be obvious but joseph smith is
virtually alone in confidence that john sees the redeemed as full high
priests then the white stone mentioned in rev 217 is the urim
arim
and thummim
Thummim whereby all things pertaining to a higher order of
kingdoms even all kingdoms will be made known 177 As for
genuine religion joseph smith perceived the stone of john s vision
not as a stone of chance but as a conduit of enlightenment and a
reward of worthiness of character
in leaving money digging behind joseph smith also outdistanced the magical milieu of his teens this fact should warn the
careful scholar against making too much of
the supernatural charms
odthe
ofthe
that were apparently held by the smiths hyrum smith s descendants
possess what pearson corbett called three emblematic parch
178
phylacteried
in purpose they somewhat resemble jewish phylacteries
ments
which were worn in prayer and contained verses reminding the wearer
ofofjehovah
jehovah s covenant promises these family documents contain old
testament quotes of prayer and promise together with cryptic
symbols designed to ward off evil and enemies 179 but what does
possession prove were they inherited by hyrum given to him from
the outside or even owned by him if they were his did he keep them
as curiosities or use them and if so at what points in his life until
such questions are answered the objects merely illustrate the occult
environment around the smiths before mormonism
and no more than this can be made of the so called jupiter
talisman supposedly in possession of joseph smith at carthage
11
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mention of this first surfaced in 1937 when charles bidamon who had
been reared by emma listed items for sale that supposedly came from
joseph smith one was listed as a silver pocket piece which was in the
180
wilford wood a
prophet s pocket at the time of his assassination
collector of mormon memorabilia purchased it in 1938 and received
bidamon s certificate that the prophet possessed it when murdered but
charles bidamon was born twenty years after the martyrdom he
claimed emma as his source and said that she prized this piece very
highly on account of its being one of the prophet s intimate posses181
one might wonder what is sales talk and what is history sixty
sions
her own sons should
years after emma s death particularly when one of
other
have retained the coin if it meant that much to their father
nor does the jupiter talisman clear the next historical hurdle
james W woods was joseph smith s principal lawyer at the end he
went to carthage with him at joseph s request went to nauvoo the
morning of the martyrdom and rode back to carthage the next day to
182
bodies
help recover the
later he gave detailed memories copying a
receipt from joe smith s wife of the articles I1 found upon the person of
joe smith it was dated a week after the murder and signed by emma
obviously at a time when she could begin to handle practical details but
the lawyer evidently collected the prophet s personal effects the day after
the martyrdom emma signed for one hundred and thirty five dollars
and fifty cents in gold and silver along with the prophet s gold ring
and a half dozen other pocket items but this detailed inventory names
183
like
the bidamon talisman
no item
the charm was distinct from
money it was an inch and a half in diameter and covered with symbols and a prayer on one side and a square of sixteen hebrew characters on
184
the other
to some the talisman shows that the nauvoo leader was tainted by
traditional magic but the jupiter piece does not survive cross
examination any better than the hyrum smith family parchmenty
parch
parchments
ments
joseph s possession of the talisman at any point of his life cannot be
proved nor can the talisman s meaning to him be explained if he used
it on one side the square of jewish letters is bordered by several
hebrew words for the divine father the other face has mystical
con fermo 0 deus protentis
symbols and an unpolished latin sentence confermo
potentis
me almighty
simus apparently intended to mean strengthen mej
mel
god 185 basic studies in both languages gave the prophet the ability to
recognize these hebrew or latin devotional terms if he ever favored the
coin it could be for its divine names and the prayer alone
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the answer in history is so often limited by the structuring of the
question current concentration on the environment of folk belief
may lighten one corner and throw strange shadows elsewhere joseph
smith is best served by analyzing environments in order to determine the mixture of backgrounds that affected him some historians
diggingmagic
magic on a
comfortably accept all allegations of money digging
general impression that where there is smoke there must be fire
others insist on quality control conclusions based on rejecting
community hearsay and admitting evidence that is closely firsthand
and free from intense bias on this standard only sporadic and
temporary money digging appears even if it was proved authentic
the 1831 martin harris letter to william W phelps might reveal
what joseph smith said to
more about harris s frame of thinking than whatjoseph
him cultural parallels certainly help to formulate questions about
the young prophet but answers about his religious experiences must
come primarily from him
joseph smith s total environment juts higher than folk religion
his self portrait is the youth with bible testing each church by
scriptural specifications this was also the dominating force in his
family background and in his religious culture the revival movement of joseph smith s area highlights rural americans who were
unchurched and considering some type of commitment this can be
somewhat quantified by the astounding number of biblical restora
zionists among the first mormon converts they combine the charactionists
teristics
of bible literalism intellectuality and spiritual witness
te
their vital inner life appears in similar intimations and dreams about
renewal of god s work since joseph smith is both head and part of
this cultural stream such powerful social and spiritual forces are
clearly paramount for him but divining for treasure is transitory in
his life just as money diggingmagic
digging magic is rare in the autobiographies of
18
186
york
new
new
and ohio
altthe early converts of
england
hough generally written later these recollections are outpourings of
naive candor revitalizing the main concerns of
pre mormon life
ofpre
offre
seeking true religion is thus joseph smith s strongest background influence and his considerable family history sources reinforce this conclusion grandfather solomon mack was a principled
and energetic enterpriser too busy for religion until poor health gave
him time to reflect and be converted at the end of his life grandfather asael smith was a religious dissenter who deeply believed in
god s universal salvation held strong restorationist views and insisted that true religion must meet the tests of scripture and
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father joseph smith followed this tradition and his

mature years were punctuated by symbolic dreams of being religiously lost finding solutions and being promised more 188 mother
lucy mack smith also fits this group of individualists receiving
deep assurances through her private prayers she first investigated
methodism and prayed for her husband s soul when he resisted in
mid life she affiliated with presbyterianism again without him 189
midlife
this family illustrates the climate of biblical searching a more
constant influence on young joseph than patterns of folk magic lucy
mack smith reacted to accusations by considering treasure rites
incidental to the deep quest for religion that was their overriding
family concern noting reports that the smiths were preoccupied
with magic circles or soothsaying she bypassed the subject as
trivial without affirming or denying we never during our lives
suffered one important interest to swallow up every other obligation although the quote often stops there in negative literature
lucy s next sentence completed her thought that their time was
mainly used in religious seeking but whilst we worked with our
hands we endeavored to remember the service of and the welfare of
our souls 190
joseph s autobiographies and smith histories create a map his
historical terrain is not as important as his route through it whatever his trails of investigation there was a consistently religious
destination in addition to being biased and exaggerated the neighborhood affidavits address the wrong question young joseph s observable activities could be trivial but his inner development is the
real issue in reviewing his youth and mature mission in nauvoo he
igi
191
you
knew
insisted
never
my heart
only he and a few near him
could speak on that subject his mother watched his private life and
pictured a religious quest for joseph was less inclined to the study
of books than any child we had but much more given to reflection and
deep study 192 likewise his father compressed joseph s youth in a
sentence and the search for god was the controlling theme thou
hast sought to know his ways and from thy childhood thou hast
meditated much upon the great things of his law this father s
blessing also alludes to stunning answers as do joseph s own vision
193
accounts
the divine responses matched the quality of the young
prophet s pursuit of truth indeed driving inquiry is a core characteristic of his whole life
te
joseph smith early produced a full review of his youthful
searches leading to the first vision an intimate sharing of three years
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of reading scriptures questioning religionists and thinking deeply
about contradictions between the bible and the available faiths at
about the age of twelve years my mind become seriously impressed
with regard to the all important concerns for the welfare of my
194
19
SOUI
something far deeper was going on spiritually for
immortal soul
him even in the years where evidence shows some involvement with
money digging
conversion and progression are the themes of joseph s early
vision accounts and the first was embedded in the 1830 statement of
beliefs in his 1834 answer to the hurlbut howe affidavits joseph
protested that he had already conceded human error before his
enemies loudly tried to expose it but as the articles and covenants
of this church are plain on this particular point I1 do not deem it
195
further
in original usage articles and
important to proceed
covenants was the title given to what is now section 20 of the
19
196
covenants
and
doctrine
the first vision appears there in guarded
language beginning a three stage sequence first a synonym for
revealing is used it was truly manifested unto this first elder that
he had received a remission of his sins dac
d&c 205 this is clearly
the 1820 appearance of the father and the son since two of the four
first vision accounts give forgiveness as a main message and joseph
notes no other revelation on this subject in this period following this
divine communication joseph was entangled again in the vanities
of the world but after truly repenting god ministered unto him by
197
9
so the
mormon
an holy angel who brought the book of
vanities of this world touched young joseph between 1820 and
1827 for the time before the angel entrusted the plates to joseph was
also a probationary period
there is a rough and biased definition of what joseph probably
the world in his 1830 statement on
meant by admitting vanities of theworld
church doctrine it comes in the palmyra reflector series on the gold
satire and its
bible in early 1851
1831
1831 the paper specialized in broad
198
editor was an aggressive lawyer named abner cole
the thoroughgoing rationalism of his editorials left little room for religious
experience moreover he started to print pirated book of mormon
extracts before its publication but angrily backed off when joseph
smith threatened to sue philosophically and personally he seems
motivated to gather the worst on the smiths yet his 1851
1831
1831 exposure
185
is actually more favorable than the 1833 affidavits which should
rouse suspicion of those who know the mob psychology of a time
when political campaigns and public testimonials were intensely
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partisan As earlier noted the 1833 statements described some smith
family money digging but the most visible charges added laziness
and lying the last perhaps a raw judgment on smith claims of the
supernatural cole s reflector series mentioned no laziness and lying
but heaped terse scorn on the family for their poverty lack of
education lack of church affiliation and superstitious money digging which is so harshly attacked that exaggeration is obvious 199
since cole mentioned contacting neighbors his 1831 accusations
probably include all their community could seriously say against
joseph smith who is basically vindicated here in his contention that
his enemies could show no serious moral wrong in his youth
neither the prophet s 1830 review of the restoration
d&c 201 13 or the 1834 answer to howe s affidavits came in a
dac
vacuum because each answered implicit or explicit accusations
joseph smith s public statements on his youth essentially label
seeking treasure as part of a way of life that he had long left behind in
judging the prophet s consistency definition is demanded the
stowell dig of 1825 and the 1826 trial involve supernatural finding
with the aid of a stone no evidence shows that the mormon leader
returned to such a procedure after beginning translation of the
ancient plates in 1827 indeed there is but one known attempt to
gain treasure afterward but this 1836 salem trip started with no
occult method instead with inside information quite like current
200 moreover
find
sunken
by
historical
gold
inquiry
attempts to
joseph s eastern journey had a double purpose for it was a major step
in church re financing especially through the kirtland bank and
even the salem revelation is practical in the sense of associating future
riches with future converts in the gathering from there and by
implication from everywhere
no document from joseph smith shows a continuity of new
york divining practices including oliver cowdery s revelation that
originally spoke of the gift of working with the rod dac
d&c 8 that
message promised knowledge of gospel truths not locations of
earthly hoards nor would these be the real topic in the questionable
missouri revelation to hyrum smith on a great treasure in the
earth it clearly claims to be a migration revelation and in these
joseph smith consistently followed moses statements of the
exodus inheritance theme thus the purported message to hyrum
would restate the reward of the first migration command in new
york promising the riches of the earth dac
d&c 3839 but these
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greater riches even a land of promise
d&c 3818 although this newly discovered missouri revelation is
dac
historically suspect the important conclusion here is that treasure has
ally used without facing the distinct joseph smith
simplistically
been simplistic
applications in his specific uses of earthly treasure and its synonyms
the meaning of hidden hoard is the rare exception otherwise
joseph smith applies old testament language in three main meanings 1 the resources of the land of promise following the assurance
to faithful israel that the lord s good treasure would be poured
upon them in the fruit of thy ground deut
beut 2811 12 2 general
personal prosperity of individuals assured mainly in special blessings
that reiterate the promises to the tribe of ofjoseph
joseph such as the precious
things of the earth and guiness thereof deut
beut 3316 3 restoration
of ancient scriptures through discovery or revelation using moses
phrase to zebulun and issachar literally or metaphorically
treasures hid in the sand deut
beut 3319 thus joseph smith s treasure
definitions almost totally serve the deep restoration concepts to
which he gave his energies in manhood
the fullest scriptural summary of joseph smith s process of
201
church201
development came shortly after the organization of the church
were

specifically

behold thou wast called and chosen to write the book of mormon and to
my ministry and I1 have lifted thee up out of thine afflictions and have
counseled thee that thou has been delivered from all thine enemies
and thou hast been delivered from the powers of satan and from
darkness nevertheless thou art not excusable in thy transgressions
nevertheless go thy way and sin no more magnify thine office

d&c 241
dac

3

the

overwhelming theme of joseph smith s life from this time is
steady devotion to his calling culminating in the decision to face
martyrdom for the safety of his people his inner thoughts and goals
are spelled out in recorded prayers extensive journals a hundred
detailed discourses blessings given by him and to him and the
forthright words of his own revelations these show mature spiritual
purposes that reduce any treasure searching to a transitory exploring
202
life
function for the prophet s
joseph smith s prophetic years
tower above the past as do those of paul or moses preoccupation
with the early surroundings of such men is a barrier to understanding
what they became
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agr
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575 83 A related early document is isaac hale s
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witnessfor
2373
2575
2573
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affidavit
davit appeared in the susquehanna register 1 may
1834 before E D howe s publication isaac hale s quotation of the revelation to martin harris
d&c 5 shows his mind at work accurate in general information but placing details in an unfavorable
dac
light
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ofthe
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maxh
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ofthe
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9joseph
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joseph smith jr diary 28 january 1834 cited in dean C jessee the personal writings ofofjoseph
smith salt lake city deseret book co 1984 26 27 this entry is retrospective compare the
sidney
docton hurlburt by the hand of ofsidney
kirtland council minute book 18 march 1833 ordination of
ofdoctor
doctor
rigdon to be an elder
kirtland council minute book 3 june this excommunication date entered after 18 march 2211
of jesus christ
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and 23 june 1833 LDS church archives see also
of the church ofjesus
alsojoseph
joseph smith jr history odthe
ofthe
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of latter day saints 7 vols salt L
ake city deseret book co 1902 32 1354
ahe
oflatter
have primary value as being dictated or approved by joseph smith until 1838 and after that official
value as being compiled from good sources by his associates
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statement ofe D howe 8 april 1885 painesville
Paines ville ohio chicago historical society
jessee personal writings of joseph
joseph smith to william phelps et al 18 august 1833 cited in injessee
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gainesville
painesville
Paines ville telegraph 3311 january 1834
14
first presidency to the brethren in christ jesus scattered from the land of their inheritance
t&e
Kirdand ohio letter book 1 p 8 11 LDS church archives also cited in history odthe
22 22january
january 1834 kirtland
of tae
ofthe

church 2475
5

the evening and the morning star 12 april

150 paraphrasing the non mormon committee s
goal for joseph smith oliver cowdery thought their work was incomplete until they did similar
investigation on hurlbut to expose his character and hold him up to the view of the community in the
true light which his crimes merit
1834

smith to the elders of the church of the latter day saints latter day saints messenger
andadvocate
and advocate 2 december 1835 228
gainesville
ellen E dickenson interview with E D howe 1880 painesville
Painesville ohio in ellen E dickinson
new light on mormonism new york funk and wagnalls
Wag nalls 1885 73 interview date 62 the
characterization is in statement of E D howe 8 april 1885 compare a similar mormon evaluation of
hurlbut he was of a conceited ambitious and ostentatious turn with a degree of education but of a
low moral status benjamin F johnson my lifes review independence mo zion s printing &
1947 25
publishing co 19471
18e
gainesville
E D howe mormonism unvailed
unavailed
Painesville ohio E D howe 1834 with prefatory
vnvailed painesville
advertisement dated october 1834 for the spelling of this title compare noah webster an
american dictionary of the english language new york S converse 1828 under veil and vail
webster preferred the latter as more obviously indicating the latin sound
19painesville
gainesville
painesville
Paines ville telegraph 28 november 1834
20
20latter
latter day saints messenger and advocate 1 december 1834 42 see also the other obvious
reference to howe s book on the same page speaking of mormon detractors cowdery noted they
attested volumes
large sheets their own opinions of the incorrectness of our system and attestedvolumes
have been giving in largesheets
of our lives and characters the latter phrase noticed the affidavits while large sheets was used in the
date than howe s 290 page work for this
sense of large books with no other competitor at that dare
5 sheets plu a book or
archaic usage see the 1828 edition of webster an american dictionary
pamphlet
hSmith
saints messenger and advocate 1 december 183440
smith to oliver cowdery latterday
joseph
erDay
josephsmith
Josep
day saintsmessengerandadvocate
1834 40
latter
satterday
Latt
latr
joseph smith 336 37
also cited in jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
2
221n
anastrophe
troph a term profiled
in the king james new testament conversation generally translates anas
shorter lexicon odthe
accurately as way of life conduct behavior in its uses there F wilbur gingrich shorterlexicon
of the
ofthe
greek new testament chicago university of chicago press 1965 compare paul s conversation as
gal
his former life as a pharisee gai
GA 1 l113
13 and peter s advice to wives to win over husbands for the gospel by
per 3311
pet
conversation not talk 1 I1 pec
13
unchaste is used without sexual context here in the 1828 edition of webster an american
dictionary there was a neutral sense of not pure in the two synonymous phrases quoted here it
corresponds
corres
to the previous adjective uncircumspect
2tonds
2
anderson joseph smith s new york reputation reappraised
288 89 lists stereotyped
repetitions on these three themes in nine of the fifteen affidavits from the palmyra manchester area
asee
5see
see william smith s refutation of the charge of laziness in ibid 3514
14 the same detailed picture is
314
paintings
tings as he
given in lucy smith biographical sketches liverpool orson pratt 1853 and its later printings
prin
the
joseph smith for a reconstruction of the smiths farm life see richard lloyd anderson the
history of ofjoseph
reliability of the early history of lucy and joseph smith dialogue 4 summer 1969 13 28
2
26
compare the social emphasis of the nauvoo reviews of his youth by the prophet his foolish
and seasons 3 111 april 18421
1842 749 for the
errors included mingling with all kinds of society times andseasons
joseph smith 202 joseph s clarification note in the
edited manuscript see
seejessee
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
first person rules out serious sins and explains 1 I was guilty of levity and sometimes associated with
jovial company etc not consistent with that character which ought to be maintained by one who was
called of god as I1 had been ibid 666
27
cowdery s first installment contemplated a narrative until the time when the church was driven
18343
18543
and advocate I1 october 1834
13 yet the series
1854
from jackson co mo latter day saintsmessenger
saints messenger andadvocate
ended where it had begun at the outset of book of mormon translation since it closed with an extended
answer to the affidavits that was obviously one major purpose of the whole history
28ibid
ibid 1 december 1834 42
291bid
105 cowdery s
2011 also cited in kirkham new witness
ibid 2 october 1835 20
for christ 11105
witnessfor
final installment is printed in full here
compare
3ocompare the text quote at note 6 for the summary of the joseph smith testimony the whole
taking up about 200 words in the best transcript if young joseph was on the witness stand a moderate
time 40 minutes the surviving abstract would be about five percent of the total testimony a selection
probably not designed to be favorable to him furthermore in the questioning about the narrow legal
issues his broader religious experiences were probably not even mentioned
16

16joseph
joseph
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3this
athis
this paragraph quotes cowdery s final history installment latter day saints messenger and
por
advocate 1
2 october 1835 200 201 also cited in kirkham new witnessa
102 5
jor
sjor
for christ 11102
12

ibid

33times
18422 3 2
tines and seasons 4 1 december 184
3
34james
brewsrer very important to the mormon money diggers springfield
james colin brewster
18452
1843
1845 2
18432

lii
ill
111.
111

20 march

3

35

35brewster
Kir rland
riand but plays a rhetorical game
brewster admits that he and his father did money digging at kirtland

in claiming the weak brethren of the times and seasons editorial included joseph smith sr who
supposedly induced him to dig for treasure but the editorial speaks of those around brewster who had
been disciplined by the church not at all true of the prophet s father in brewster s view the elder
smith persuaded the brewster family to engage in money digging on that side is the more frequent
mention of the elder smith than young joseph in the howe affidavits on the subject supposedly
assisting joseph smith sr in the persuading was alva beaman perhaps the reason brewster
brewsrer adds
others of high standing since beaman was president of the kirtland elders quorum beaman is
associated with money digging in new york by some source see the martin harris interview with joel
noy
yoy
Witness
or christ 2377 but
tiffany tiffanys
tiffanyy
witnessfor
witnesser
for
1859 164 also cited in kirkham new witnessor
Tiffanys monthly 5 18591
Brew sters unsupported accusations are unsatisfactory his claim on the blessing might be based on the
brewsters
asdall
smail percentage odthe
small
the blessings given by the elder smith though the
treasure language appearing in a asmall
of
ofthe
gaining the riches of the earth is not clear for instance the wilford woodruff blessing says
method of ofgaining
that an angel will show thee the treasures of the earth scott G kenney ed wilford woodruffe
woodruffs
sale
journal salt
salt lake city signature books 1983 1143 entry of 15 april 1837 since father smith
sait
uses vivid blessing language a careful reader is not sure how much literalism was intended either for
angelic appearance or for treasure underground other blessings show that father smith could use such
language in the sense ofearths
of earths resources as he did 2 may 1836 for lyman leonard riches shall flow
odthe
of the earth shall bring thee treasures william harris mormonism portrayed
unto thee the great men ofthe
111.
its errors and absurdities exposed and the spirit and designs of its authors made manifest warsaw 111
lii
iii
ill
sharp and gamble 1841 26 all these questions are peripheral here to the study ofofjoseph
joseph smith jr
36
kirtland high council minutes 20 november 1837 summary in history of the church
2525 26 see also the earlier minutes of 30 october 1837 where the issue is whether the brewster
vision of moroni was from god or satan the presidents john smith and joseph smith sr agreed
with the council in this matter of faith that it was a delusion a trick of the devil brother brewster
spoke and said that as he had got so far out of the way he would strive to get back as soon as possible
compare history odthe
20.
tre church 2520
20
2520.
of the
2520
ofthe
25
37
ezra booth mormonism no ill ohio star 27 october 1851
1831
1831 also cited in howe mormonism
unavailed 187
unvailed
38for
seebrewscer
for the shorter version see
brewster very important to the mormon money diggers 4 for ebeneezer
robinson s longer version see items of personal history of the editor the return july 1889 these
detailed
lied recollections are generally based on skeletal facts but are written up to prove robinson s theory
deta
that joseph smith had become a fallen prophet
39salem
salem gazette 30 september 1836
401
401bid
ibid 29 july 1836 the old crowninshield wharf that former center and heart of business
bid
and now almost dilapidated and useless slip is certainly and forthwith to be rebuilt
4nathaniel
nathaniel hawthorne twice told tales new york washington square press 1960 303 the
1842 edition first contained this treasure story which was published in the token in 1838 nina E
11
browne ed A bibliography ofnathaniel
of nathaniel hawthorne boston houghton mifflin and co 1905 2211
42
robinson items of personal history the return july 1889
43
43william
william darby and theodore dwight jr A new gazetteer of the united states of america
hartford edward hopkins 1833 495
44
lucy smith preliminary manuscript rephrased in biographical sketches 550
45
45census
census salem gazette 30 september 1836
460
460liver
ilver cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 boston mass cited in latter day saints
liver
oliver
messenger andadvocate
and advocate 3 october 1836 39
391
5911
410
470
410liver
ilver wrote to his brother warren cowdery while shipboard on long island sound on 4 august
liver
oliver
date was printed
and advocate 2 september 1836 373 the dace
1836 cited in latter day saintsmessenger
saints messenger andadvocate
as 3 august but was corrected to 4 august in the following letter oliver cowdery to warren cowdery
24 august 1836 3386 which also described taking the train from providence to boston early the next
day
personal history the return july 1891
krobinson
4robinson
robinson items of ofpersonal
1891
49
49joseph
joseph smith 27
january 1834 cited in jessee personal writings ofofjoseph
joseph smith diary 28 28january
11
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550
erascus snow was called to salem by
1841 erastus

hyrum smith and given a copy of the salem
revelation on the many people in this city the lord would gather the story of his rich harvest is told
in andrew karl larson erastus snow salt lake city university of utah press 1971 67 74 for
7511 for newspaper references to
nathaniel ashby s conversion and nauvoo home see ibid 80 82 75
mormon conversions see donald Q cannon joseph smith in salem studies in scripture volume one
millet and kent P jackson sandy utah randall book co
the doctrine and covenants ed robert L miller
501n
in

456
1984 436
1984436

robinson s memoirs indicate that when he moved to missouri in 1837 he had begun
to doubt joseph smith after the martyrdom he followed sidney rigdon for a time and was baptized
into the whitmerite
Whit merite church after david whitmer s death in 1888 he closed his salem sketch with
5ebeneezer
ebeneezer

regret since he portrayed short term failure and had no belief in the positive results of the trip
1
robinson items of personal history the return july 1891
189
52
brewster very important to the mormon money diggers 4 Brew
brewsrers
brewsters
sters full sentence is the first quote
of this section of the paper
13
1
13items
items of personal history the return july 1891
189
5
54
54joseph
joseph smith to emma smith 19 august 1836 salem mass no original can be located today
The
Saints herald 26257 also
III
by joseph smith 111
though the letter was described and copied byjoseph
thesaintsherald
ili
lii in 1879 thesaints
joseph smith 350
cited injessee
in jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
55essex
essex register 25 august 1836 closing by observing
they had been for a week
weekor
weeker
or two in the
city
560
560liver
ilver cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 339
liver
oliver
33911
57
boston daily times 24 august 1836
compare
rhe
the 1817 language of
ofdaniel
daniel webster about two tenements
under the same roof
comparerhe
oxfordenglish
oxford english dictionary 1933 11183
and advocate letters
the composite picture is drawn from cowdery s latter day saints messenger andadvocate
brigham youngs memoirs salem newspapers compare cannon joseph smith in salem 436 and
of the church 2463 66
the boston daily times 24 and 26 august 1836 see also history odthe
ofthe
asee
see the minutes of the 6 april conference in latter day saints messenger and advocate 3 april
6see
1837 488 the nature of this debt had been changed and was now a merchant debt compare the
corrill quote n 611
61
isolating 1836 new york debts needs further work but two cases are quite clear winthrop
earon
eaton is listed as a merchant on water street near wall street at the time of the prophet s visit to
worths american almanac new york register and city directory new york thomas
manhattan longworthy
longworths
Long
18361
1856
longworth 1836
he sued through attorneys in ohio for the amount of an 11 october 1836 note of
of 1 may 1837 since an amount of
1143.01
114301 plus 1200 for money lent and on an account stated as
asofl
this size would normally be negotiated in person probably the prophet or cosigner oliver cowdery
called on this businessman in new york and the note given a month after return may have related to
ofgoods then geauga
ofcommon pleas book U 277 78 another evidence of
geaugh county court of common
delivery of goods
new york city negotiation is the note of 12 october 1836 from joseph smith to the firm of bailey
1804.94 located in LDS church archives they were listed as
keeler and rensen in the amount of 180494
olsmith
new york dry goods merchants in the previously mentioned directory the firm of ofsmith
smith rigdon and
cowdery is indicated in other common pleas cases in 1837 and the LDS church archives has a
smith rigdon ledger with entries from september 1836 through mid 1837 although his figures
building the temple dedicated april 1836
seem extravagant secede
secederjohn
rjohn corrill gives the sequence of ofbuilding
and then trying the mercantile business to cover the construction deficit going into debt for goods
the church ofchrist
of christ oflatter
of lattey
in new york and elsewhere A briefhistory
of fhe
latter day saints st louis john
ofthe
brief history odthe
18591
26 27 A list of ohio debts survived apparently made in connection with joseph
1839
1859
corrill 18391
smiths 1842 bankruptcy application probably about doubled then from interest about half of
approximately 33000 owed was due to new york businesses with most of the rest due to firms in
buffalo cited in fawn M brodie no man knows my history new york alfred A knopf 1946 20
2011
some accounts like those ofeaton
ofelton and the bailey firm discussed before probably go back to the summer
of 1836 and are relevant to the new york visit see also warren cowdery s editorial indicating credit
buying at this period speaking of one year ago he reviewed the economy A great amount of
merchandise was purchased on credit and sold in this town during the summer fall and winter past
18571
dud advocate 3 june 18371
and
aud
saints messenger andadvocate
1837
1857
55 2211
latter day saintsmessenger
61
church member ira ames and seceder cyrus smalling both give the sequence of establishing
credit with buffalo merchants and on their recommendation extending it to new york suppliers both
hyrum smith s and oliver cowdery s going to new
start these events in the spring of 1836 and speak of ofhyrum
york on store business see the ira ames journal and also the 1841 letter ofcyrus
of cyrus smalling in E G lee
mormons
Mor mons or knavery exposed philadelphia E G lee 1841 12 15 yet the trip withjoseph
with joseph in
the cormons
july august is the only known eastern trip for hyrum at this time so these references may really reflect
the new york salem journey compare brigham young s 1852 reference to the prophet s store
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of goods comes into kirtland and commences
joseph goes to new york and buys 20000 dollars worth ofgoods
1 215
of Discourses liverpool F D and
to trade journal ofdiscourses
15 this seems an 18
andsS W richards 1854 12
1836
36
1856
recollection since the prophets only other new york trip was 1832 when he accompanied newel K
of ira
whitney who selected goods then for his own store statements ofira
lra ames and brigham young are in
parkin conflict at kirtland 291 95
63
for the main
maln sequence see oliver cowdery to warren cowdery 4 and 24 august 1836 they left
kirtland 25 july arrived in new york 30 july left new york 4 august arrived in salem area 5
august left salem about 21 august as discussed previously in this article and were in boston until at
least 24 august according to boston times articles and the 24 august 1836 oliver cowdery letter
4
ajoseph
of the church notes his return to kirtland some time in the month of
4joseph
joseph smiths early history odthe
ofthe
2 466 it also notes the first bank organization 2467
september 2466
2 467 which was redone 2 january 1837
2 470 73 the constitution adopted 2 november
as a business organization without a bank charter 2470
was printed on a single sheet in december 1836
650live
575 this corrected date is in oliver
375
oliverr cowdery to warren cowdery 4 august 1836 22375
2575
386
586
cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 33386
3586
66
66history
467 68
history odthe
of the church 22467
ofthe
67
cowdery s new york letter 4 august 1836 mentions draper underwood
long
worths
city directory for 1836 lists the former as draper toppan longacre & co engravers
1 wall
it lists the underwood firm as underwood bald & spencer engravers 14 wall the name
philad
odthe
of the latter firm is on the kirtland bank notes underwood bald spencer & hufty N york & philada
ofthe
for photographs of kirtland notes see milton V backman jr the heavens resound
salt lake city
resoundsalt
sait
deseret book co 19831
1983
1985 316
68
she
the surviving stock ledger is held by the chicago historical society but is available on microfilm
at the harold B lee library at brigham young university accounts of sidney rigdon jared carter
and isaac bishop are opened 18 october 1836 within the first five pages of the book the purchase of
the safe is documented 16 october 1836 marvin S hill C keith rooker and larry T wimmer
1977 462 the note to new yorker
the kirtland economy revisited BYU studies 17 summer 19773
winthrop eaton was made I1111I october 1836 and its language is apparently quoted as made payable at
the kirtland safety society bank see n 611
69
69history
3 37 22 may 1838
history of the church 337
at the prophets death willard richards had
compiled josephs history to late 1838 see dean C jessee the writing of ofjoseph
joseph smith s history
1
B YU studies 9 summer 1971
441
466
441466
197
7
70far
far west record 6 april 1838 LDS church archives also in donald Q cannon and lyndon
west record salt lake city deseret book co 1983 156 compare history odthe
eds far
W cook
of the
cookeds
farwest
Coo
cookers
keds
ofthe
farbest
3 13 14 the kirtland council minute book notes robinson s appointment on 17 september
church 313
the whole church see also history odthe
of ohe
ofthe
1837 as general clerk and recorder odthe
13
of the church 25
ofthe
2513
54
7jessee
joseph smith 554
354
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
72the
joseph smith jr 22 may 1838 45
scriptory book ofofjoseph
the
73
73joseph
joseph smith was not necessarily the source for robinson s view of treasure since there was
common speculation on mounds compare alphonso wetmore gazetteer of the state of missouri
st louis C keemle 1837 254 the mounds are no other than the tombs oftheir
of their great men
7
74
the quoted phrase is attributed to joseph smith in the scriptory book 19 may 1838 43
of an ancient altar or structure not a treasure
varied recollections have in common joseph smith s view ofan
afan
site these recollections are conveniently gathered in john wittorf newsletter and proceedings of the
S EHA
mikale there is the adopted polynesian name of henry
E H A no 113 15 april 1969 henele pikale
bigler
75zion
zion s camp journals and recollections indicate that joseph considered the mounds burial places
which he verified by digging a foot in the zelph mound and finding a skeleton and the arrowhead that
rke
the church 1
evidently caused the death history odthe
of ree
ofthe
79 is dependent on heber C kimball s journal
279
other reporters say little more these include levi hancock reuben mcbride george A smith and
wilford woodruff compare joseph smith to emma smith 4 june 1834 mentioning the mounds
joseph smith 324
and finding only skulls and their bones cited in jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
76
76scriptory
rhe
the church 3537
Scriptory book 45 46 the basis for history odthe
of
37 38 on 28 may robinson
ofthe
337
notes meeting hyrum and joseph who were going to seek locations in the north the surveying
odthe
of the text pertains to hyrum s return trip 2 11 june these dates and activities agree with harrison
quote ofthe
harrlson
burgess who wrote 1837 but described unique activities of 1838 we arrived at far west the 27th
of may 1837 the next day I1 went to daviess county withjoseph
ofmay
with joseph and hyrum smith and some others to
ofman
look out a new location 1I remained there nine days and helped survey the site for a city
sketch ofa
of a
well spent life labors in the vineyard salt lake city juvenile instructor office 1884 68 the
hyrum smith diary held by eldred smith has the isolated notation arrived in the far west may the
29th 1838 however robinson s daily record is more likely to be precise
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william swartzell

arom
srom
mormonism exposed being a aljournal
Missour
ajournal of
missourifrom
irom the 28th ofmay
missourirow
journal
from
of may
irow
ofman
ofaa residence in Missouri

1838 pekin ohio william swartzell 1840 his preface reiterates that the
pamphlet is properly my private journal
compare nn
no 38 and 5511
79see
See jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
joseph smith 3559
seejessee
35599 for a photograph of the letter and address side of
the single page document
postmarks noted obviously lag behind the letters itemized here the first is held by the henry E
huntington library and the postmark is reproduced with their permission oliver cowdery to his
brothers warren and lyman 24 february 1838 the rest are from letters held by the LDS church
archives and appear with their cooperation oliver cowdery to his brothers warren and lyman 2 june
elders journal prospectus of
1838 thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff undated but written on an eldersjournal
of thad
30 april 1838 and reproduced in thejuly
the july issue ofthat
that year thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff 14
1838
1858 joseph smith jr and sidney rigdon to stephen post 17 september 1838 W W phelps to
july 1838joseph
sally phelps 1 may 1839 for a photocopy ofoliver
of oliver cowdery to his brothers 2 june 1838 see stanley
R gunn oliver cowdery salt lake city bookcraft 1962 266 the postmark page
81I1 have examined about eight hand delivered letters of ofjoseph
joseph smiths and all but two have the
state or county as part of the address the suspected hofmann letters are not figured in this comparison
posted letters are indicated by postage entered or marks and all the availablejoseph
available joseph smith letters in this
category have the state
stare written which would seem obviously necessary for a mailed item
82
see the official publication table ofpost
states washington city post master
unitedstates
of post offices in the united
general 1822 97 this rate continued until the legislation of 1845 daniel C roper the unitedstates
United States
tates
fates
post office new york funk and wagnalls
Wag nalls co 1917 61 63
83
for instance see the list of missouri post offices in wetmore s 1837 gazetteer of the state of
missouri searches at the LDS genealogical society and the stare
state historical society of missouri have
likewise failed to verify a plattesgrove
Plattis grove
Plattes grove or plattisgrove
14
ofgreat
spelling
great show joseph smiths long habitual pattern of ofspelling
the following twenty six examples of
joseph
great correctly his handwritten diary entries or letters all appear in jessee s personal writings of ofjoseph
smith in sequence 1832 history 2 27 october 1833 diary 2 2211 december 1835 diary letters of 3
march 1831 13 october 1832 5 18 august 1833 6 2 june 1835 20 july 1835 12 november
half dozen more forms of
1838 4 april 1839 4 9 november 1839 18 august 1842 there are also a halfdozen
ofgrates
the same adjective or adverb that do not vary from the above pattern the only known example of
grates
is in the 4 april 1839 letter and correctly refers to the prison bars with the confusion ofgreates a few lines
above showing the prophet s observable tendency of ofwriting
writing the ea combination in the adjective great
compare n 85
compare
5for
joseph smith 359 A transcription of
ifor
seejessee
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
for a photo of the original see
misspellings is made here for evaluation of ofauthenticity
authenticity for instance det has not been found elsewhere
injoseph smith holo
dept
holography
holographs
graphs though deptappears
in joseph
deaf appears once in his journal on 23 september 1835 showing the
deat
prophet s apparent awareness of the correct pattern of spelling debt for the transcription and
joseph smith 58 188 research assistant
see jessee personal writings of jaseph
odthe journal entry seejessee
photograph ofthe
deborah browning dixon located this example and a number of other stylistic variations from the
problem revelation
the church 33
history odthe
of rhe
ofthe
331
3511 3322 is the summary of several sources showing that as hyrum neared
missouri his brother was determined to work out a secure and adequate allowance for the first
presidency contemporary documents show that joseph smith was convinced that the growing church
needed full time administrators who were not to be subject to the past or future debts of the
organization compare the 13 may 1838 entry of the far west record indicating high council
authorization to pay the first presidency a fair wage for their services see also the note in cannon and
cook eds far west record 187 88 quoting the scriptory book robinson s quoted view that this
action was rescinded is not supported by further minutes or john Cor
corralls
corrills
rills report that it was thought
best by the high council to give them some certain amount each year which would be sufficient to
rke church 29
the
Brie History odthe
briefhistory
of rhe
briehistory
ofthe
support them Brief
87
of john whitmer chap 1
for john whitmer on the mood of the january conference see the book ofjohn
royy the book
also cited in F mark mckiernan and roger D launius eds an early latter day saint His
history
toty
roty
ofjohn
of john whitmer independence mo herald house publishers 1980 32 even after section 38 on
moving whitmer notes divisions and anger against the prophet for requiring so much book ofjohn
of john
of john whitmer 34 35 thus the
whitmer chap 1 also cited in mckiernan and launius eds book ofjohn
of section 38 is the stress of ofresettlement
resettlement on a new land not treasure digging it is doubtful if
context ofsection
ohio was ever considered the permanent land of promise since earlier that fall the missouri
Lama nices
nires dac
nites
lamanices
missionaries were told that zion would be built on the borders by the lamanites
d&c 289
88far
far west record 24 august 1831
1831 also in cannon and cook eds far west record 14 1I have
quoted verse 16 which was likely read by hyrum br hyrum smith gave an exhortation spoke of
odthe
of the saints into her etc and read a part of the 102 psalm
zion and the gathering ofthe
to

the 20th of
august
ofaugust
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89

89scriptory
scriptory book 53 revelation given jan 12 1838 LDS church archives also cited in
the prophet
joseph smith provo utah seventy s mission bookstore
prophetjoseph
of tle
lyndon W cook the revelations odthe
ofthe
1981 332 As noted in the preceding discussion a land flowing with milk and honey is the theme
stated in ex 317 reiterated a dozen times in the pentateuch and restated in the first major revelation
d&c 3818 19
on the modern LDS exodus west from new york dac
Elders
90eldersjournal
eldersjournal
Journal 1 july 1838 33 34 the piece has a dateline far west may 1838
9oration
horation
oration delivered by mr S rigdon on the ath
july 1838 far west journal office 1838 8
of juey
4th ofjuly
YU studies 14 summer 1974 523
reprinted in BBYU
92
patriarchal blessing book 1 p 9 LDS church archives also transcribed in full in buddy
youngreen ed program joseph smith sr family reunion ap
npp buddy youngreen 1972
N
1972 prefatory
of the blessing 18 december 1833 see
section A summary is given in injosephs
ofthe
josephs diary on the date odthe
seejessee
jessee
personal writings of joseah
joseph smith 24
93
this phrase appears in the blessings of samuel H smith and frederick G williams patriarchal
blessing book 1 pp
ap 10 13 in contexts of old testament blessing language the quoted phrase is
slightly modified in the blessings of W W phelps and hyrum smith quoted in the following
discussion in the article
94
postscript ofwilliam
of william W phelps to sally phelps 19 and 20 july 1835 cited in jessee personal
joseph
jaleah smith 340 with facsimile on 342 also cited in leah Y phelps letters offaith
writings ofofjoseph
of faith
falth from
kirtland improvement era 45 august 1942 529
ibid
96
joseph smith s blessing of William W phelps 22 september 1835 patriarchal blessing book 1
pp
ap 14 15 W W phelps and oliver cowdery were aiding in translating the book of ofabraham
abraham at this
ree
rke church 2286
the
joseph smith 60 and history of
time jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
odthe
ofthe
ajoseph
9joseph
joseph smiths blessing of ofoliver
oliver cowdery 18 december 1833 patriarchal blessingbook
blessing book 1 p
12 several phrases from the blessing are quoted in the summary in injoseph
of this date see
joseph smiths diary ofthis
orthis
joseph smith 23 24
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
98
98joseph
william W phelps 22 september 1835
joseph smith s blessing of ofwilliam
99
99joseph
joseph smiths blessing of hyrum smith 18 december 1833 patriarchal blessing book 1
joseph smith 24
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
of thar
that date see
p 10 summarized in injoseph
seejessee
joseph smiths diary ofthat
10
10first
first presidency members were assigned to compile the items of the doctrine of the church
from the standard works including the revelations which have been given to the church up to this date
or shall be until such arrangement is made kirtland high council minute book 24 september 1834
also cited in history of the church 2165 this resolution might suggest the correction of former
wording through revelation present section 8 was section 34 in the kirtland doctrine and covenants
issued in august 1835 with a 17 february 1835 preface signed by the prophet oliver cowdery sidney
rigdon and frederick G williams the revision committee
eor
tod church ofchrist
loia
ioia
the
A book ofcommandmentsfor
for the government odthe
of commandments egr
of toe
of christ zion mo W W phelps and
co 1833 73
barnes frisbie the history ofmiddletown
of middletown vermont rutland vt tuttie
turtle
tuttle and co 1867 64
this is the earliest printing of a history that was reissued in abbie maria hemenway the vermont
gazeteer
18711 vol 3 with the quote here on 819 an
Gaze teer burlington vt A M hemenway 187
historical gazetteer
abridgment of these accounts is found in H P smith and W S rann history ofrutland
of rutland county
vermont syracuse NY D mason and co 1886 653 60 this history also contains specific dates in
frisbie s life 889 90 showing how distant he was from the wood affair he was born in 1815 and
married in 1843 after a late education and reading for law resulting in bar admission in 1842 thus his
start of collecting serious history was about forty years after the discredited woods had migrated in
fact frisbie s preface to his 1867 history mentions the labor and attention I1 have given the matter
during the last twelve years 3 indicating serious collecting about 1855 compare n 105 and the
go
60.
1860
60
text there for frisbie s development of a mormon connection after 18
OFris
gazeteer
ofrisbie
vermont historical gazetteer
ble history ofmiddletown
bie
erisbie
teer
of middletown vermont 46 also cited in hemenway vermonthistoricalgazeteer
Gaze reer
frisbie
reef
381204
rodsman
rodsmen
men the vermont american middlebury vt 7 may 1828
the Rods
gazeteer
OFris
ofrisbie
ble history of middletown vermont 43 hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
bie
Gaze teer 3810
frisbie
frisbie explains here that most survivors knew only of the wood movement and their local activities
a few people long after the fact
evidently making his mormon connection the speculation of
ofa
log
116
10
laban clark
oark to barnes frisbie 30 january 1867 middletown conn cited in frisbie history of
dark
gazeteer
Gaze teer 38
middletown
vm vermont 557 also cited in hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
581616
Middleto
3816
117
like some who write today on mormon origins frisbie features dark hints rather than definite
information for instance the counterfeiter allegedly started his money digging at wells obviously an
attempt to include william cowdery since he lived there yet this conclusion is based on no personal
knowledge only the opinion of some with whom 1I have conversed frisbie history ofmiddletown
of middletown
gazeteer
vermont 46 also cited in hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
Gaze teer 3812
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bles evidence two years after
bies
frisbies
similar vagueness characterizes a neighboring attempt to bolster Fris
fnsbies
Fris
frisbies
bles middletown history hiland paul and robert parks published their history of wells vermont
bies
fnsbies
for the first century after its settlement 1869 reprint np
N p wells historical society 1979 80 82
these two authors had no direct knowledge of the wood scrape of 1800 01 since parks was born
like they review their considerable pains to verify william
about 1812 and paul in 1836 frisbie ilke
cowdery s involvement with the wood movement concluding we find that winchell did reside
with mr cowdery ip the winter of 1799 and 1800 their chiefbasis
chief basis for cowdery s involvement and
orsome
of nancy F glass writing from illinois and giving
that ofsome
of some other townsmen is the quoted letter ofnancy
recollections of late childhood 1 I was born in the year 90 and it must have been when 1I was 10 or I111I
rodsman were there I1 was about 11 when we moved away from there she had
years old when the rodsmen
specific memories ofamen
ofmen
of men coming to her house with their witch hazel pointers yet she had nothing
certain to say about the cowdery family surmising correctly that oliver could not have been involved
because he was not born and continuing if any one was engaged in it it must have been the old
gentleman I1 rather think it was but won t be positive such lack of evidence is propped up by two
rods
rodsmen
by judge frisbie we had
men as stated byjudge
more names As to mr cowdrey being connected with the rodsman
it verified by joseph parks and mrs charles gardner of middletown after the authors enthusiasm
ifany
non evidence one would expect direct quotes ifancy
if any actual recollection of ofwilliam
for the above nonevidence
william cowdery
existed but the above names are given without a hint as to whether they personally knew or simply
repeated community rumor at the time of the wood affair joseph parks was sixteen paul and parks
history of wells 129 and mrs gardner was ten 1850 US census rutland co middletown
weels
wells adds nothing historically to frisbie s weak inference on the
township 343 thus the history of
ofwells
supposed involvement of william cowdery with the woods these early vermont books strain at
intense hostility paul and parks introducing william cowdery by mentioning the
connections with intense
wonderful revelations that many dupes seek to follow 79 the woods moved away from middletown
after being discredited but william cowdery stayed in middletown where births of his children
appear on the town records in 1802 1804 1806 and 1809 grace E pember wood A history odthe
of the
ofthe
town of wells vermont N p G wood 19
55 8
ff
86 ft
1955
another example of early community convictions is found in the statement of ohio lawyer S S
osborn to A B deming naked truths about mormonism 1I january 1888 2 osborn visited
middletown vt in 1871
1871 boarding with hezekiah haynes who mentioned the wood scrape and
that mormonism undoubtedly originated in that town although haynes was about twenty when the
wood movement flourished neither visitor osborn nor town historian frisbie quotes any specific
recollection from him
gazetteer
oFris
ofrisbie
3 819
ble history of middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazeteer
bie
Gaze teer 3819
fnsbie
town records of tunbridge vt locate the elder smith there at his marriage and the births of three
children through 1803 he also appears there on the 1800 census and in the land records in these years
lucy smith s biographical sketches verifies the above information with independent family tradition and
she details her husband s regular activities in tunbridge and the adjoining towns in this period
1 32
09for
on the 5th
ath day of april 1829 oliver
for joseph smith see history of the church 132
the church for
cowdery came to my house until which time I1 had never seen him see note in history odthe
of rhe
ofthe
daces
dares which conform to the manuscript written during the prophet s life for
dates
the corrections in printed caces
and advocate 1 october 1834 14 near the time of
oliver cowdery see latter day saints messenger andadvocate
the setting of the sun sabbath evening april 5 1829 my natural eyes for the first time beheld this
brother
OFris
gazeteer
ofrisbie
ble history of middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
bie
Gaze teer 33819
fnsbie
819
Fris
frisbies
bles sources may have carelessly assumed that his counterfeiter was the same as the vagabond
bies
fnsbies
fortune teller by the name of walters who then resided in the town of sodus
the constant
fortuneteller
1851
183
companion and bosom friend of these money digging im posters palmyra reflector 28 february 1831
1851
agr
also cited in kirkham new witness
for christ 11291
291 92 soon after this local publication the story
witnessfor
gainesville
cormons painesville
was exported by palmyra anti mormons
Paines ville ohio telegraph 22 march 1831
1831 however the
new york magician does not meet the conditions walters has the wrong name lives in the wrong
cormons frisbie
town and does not fit frisbie s contention that the man went to ohio with the mormons
Middletown vermont
claimed that he relied on those who knew him in both places frisbie history of
ofmiddletown
ofmtddletown
gazeteer
3 819 but knew for frisbie includes knew about or
62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
Gaze teer 3819
rumored his pattern is to name firsthand witnesses when he has them there is no support for frisbie s
cormons from palmyra to ohio again
Winchell Wingate accompanied the mormons
quoted view that winchellwingate
candidates with these names do not fit the conditions required including edward bradley wingate a
nauvoo mormon who married sidney rigdon s daughter sarah although the 1850 new york census
indicates his birth in new hampshire his birthdare
dare
birthdate
birth
date is 7 august 1820 two decades after the wood
birthrate
scrape charles E L wingate
rhe
the wingate family exeter NH
Win gare
odthe
N H james D P wingate
gate history of
ofthe
18861
1886 164 his father francis is not documented as a mormon and was born 13 august 1784
making him too young for the experienced counterfeiter of
offrisbie
Frisbie s story ibid 162
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gazeteer
frisbie history ofmiddletown
Gaze teer 3819
of middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
frisbie s quote closely imitates the laban dark
clark letter of 30 january 1867 to him
oark
112
cross burned over district 38 39 for oliver cowdery s birthday five years after the wood
scrape see mary bryant alverson mehlin
g cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy ap
mehling
np frank allaben
genealogical co 1905 172 he also gave this chronology in his mormon historical work
113
david M ludlum social ferment in vermont 1791 1850 new york AMS press 1966 242

italics added
114

ibid despite this caution recent joseph smith books uncritically tend to assume that william
cormons with
cowdery was a wood disciple in the future a related pitfall may be assuming that mormons
rutland county origins are committed to treasure digging beliefs that is too simplistic since
newspaper comments and literary satire suggest that a minority of americans ever had faith in the
paranormal search for buried wealth
rodsman
115rodsmen
Rods
men vermont americana 7 may 1828
rodsmen
116
n laban clark barnes frisbie cited in frisbie
of middletown vermont 54 5555 also cited
oark to
dark
history ofmiddletown
gazeteer
Gaze teer 38
15
in hemenway vermont historical gazetteer
5815
3815
117
frisbie history of middletown vermont 49 50 also cited in hemenway vermont historical
gazetteer
gazeteer
Gaze teer 3813
book of commandments 73
9the
athe
the very similar phraseology of sections 6 and 8 is matched by their close connection in time
meeting 5 april see n 109 joseph and oliver began translation 7 april and continued for some
time after which section 6 was given history of the church 1152
3 2 3 3 this was perhaps a week of
132
work 15 april or later for receiving section 6 section 8 then followed whilst continuing the work of
the church 136 perhaps section 8 came about 21
of rhe
of
translation during the month ofapril
ofthe
april history odthe
ofarril
april but definitely within that month josephs comments on dating were first published in the times
Seasons 3 1842 832 853
andseasons
and
INA
ima
lma
A full concordance to the doctrine and covenants shows that joseph smith used mystery in the
consistent sense ofa
of a truth pertaining to salvation often implying gods premortal plan for man this is
also the earliest christian use of the term
seen 119
112
122
book of commandments 73 present dac 8
113
123
115
8810
10 11 with slight changes compare n 120
book of ofcommandments
commandments 74 also d&c
dac
124
2
lucy mack smith to captain solomon mack 6 january 1831
1831 LDS church archives 1 also
mormon literature chicago ben E rich nd
543
cited in ben E rich scrap book ofmormon
of mommon
125
125jesse
jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 stockholm NY letter book 2 1837 43 59
joseph s ancient objects of gold and silver and the translation stones might be behind jesse s broad
17
wealth compare d&c
onwealth
comments on
1711
dac
126
compare
Com parenn 125
127
127jesse
jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 60 samuel smith was then fifty one born
15 september 1777 according to lucy smith s biographical sketches 38 he died about the second day
potsdam NY inestateof
of may 1830 petition of ofcreditor
creditor samuel partridge 20 20november
november 1833 potsdamny
of
ofmay
in estate
inEsta
teof
ofman
samuel smith file 304 st lawrence county NY surrogate s court photocopy at special
collections harold B lee library brigham young university provo
12
12jesse
jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829
29the
andjambres
jambres
dambres withstood moses
the scriptural source of this language is 2 tim 38 jannes and
referring to the egyptian magicians who opposed the miracles of aaron s rod with their rods ex
12 their names were also in common use in english literature
710 130
150
130jesse
jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 in addition to changing joseph s angel of the
of the devil jesse closes his letter quoting the scriptural doom ofthe
odthe
ofthe
of the devil and his angels
lord to one odthe
and adding these are the angels that tell where to find gold books
13
111.
see the reprint of ofreginald
discovery
lii
iii
ili
ill southern illinois
reginald scots 1584 Di
scovey of ofwitchcrafit
witchcraft carbondale 111
of certaine
certeine
cer
teine proper vertues
university press 1964 249 giving traditions on the formation of stones ofcerteine
verties
through astral influence as appeareth
proffe of india and aethopia
appear eth by plaine proofe
aetholia where the sunne being
all booth
lie shew his operation procuring more precious
meridionall
dooth more effectuallie
pretious stones there
orient and meridionally
effectual
meridion
nall the 1584 london edition
ingen dred than in the countries that are occident and septentrionally
septentrionall
to be ingendred
septentrio
continued to be reprinted in following centuries
13book
10 11 with slight changes
book of ofcommandments
commandments 74 also dac
d&c 8810
133
153
135
for the context of the quotation see the text at n 122
3
134
123
1253
for the context of the quotation see the text at n 12
35the
of god appears in ex 420 and 179 it is described as moses rod in ex 923 1013
the rod ofgod
11 examples of the formal rod of aaron are in exodus 7 and 8 and
2011
1416 175 and num 20
numbers 17
136
156
see gen 49
ggs 429 37 compare homer s regular practice of ofgathering
10 and 2 kgs
gathering the greek
4910
assembly by the herald with the staff of authority from the king
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13

13blessing
15 december 1833 patriarchal blessing book 1 p 12
blessing of 13
13
13orson
orson hyde to parley P pratt 22 november 1841 alexandria latter day saints millennial
the church 4459
star 2 january 1842 135 also cited in history of
odthe
ofthe
139biessing
of oliver cowdery to orson hyde kirtland council minute book 14 february 1835
blessing ofoliver
also cited with modification in history of the church 2190 compare hyde s 1840 vision of divine
destructions preceding israels gathering the destroyer of the gentiles is on his way orson hyde to
the church
1841 553 also cited in history odthe
and seasons 2 october 18411
of rhe
rabbi solomon hirschell times andseasons
ofthe

4376

140

140history
history ofheber C kimball deseret news 21 april 1858 also cited in orson F whitney
lige
oheher C kimball salt lake city juvenile instructor office 1888 127
ohehir
life
lifeofheberc
4solomon
solomon F kimball statement unsigned undated LDS church archives also cited in robert
J woodford the historical development of the doctrine and covenants phd diss brigham young
university 1974 1188 89 solomon kimball quotes sarah granger kimball s statement which he
18 98 was prominent in nauvoo her husband was heber
1818
says she signed 21 june 1892 sarah 18
debercC
heberc
kimball s cousin
4lbid
ibid solomon F kimball 1847 1920 was twenty when his mother died she was vilate
murray kimball 1806 67 the sister was helen mar whitney 1828 96 stanley B kimball heber
111.
111
C kimball
1981 311
urbana lii
oflllinois
illinois press 19811
iii
ill university of
ili
rbana
wurbana
143
compare the view of heber C kimball s biographer unlike the cane there are no family
traditions regarding this unusual rod it has completely disappeared perhaps it was an aid to guidance
and revelation there is no evidence that it was a divining stick or water witch popular at that time
ibid 248 49
144
deberc
hebercC kimball journal 5 september 1844 LDS church archives
heber
1451ibid
1451bid
the answer though
odthe
bid 6 june 1844 kimball s later autobiography added another detail of
ofthe
not identifying it as through the rod in publication 1 I inquired of the lord what we should do and he
revealed to me that congress had not got it in their hearts to do anything for us and we were at liberty
18588
to go away deseret news 28 april 185
146
18455
deberc
He
berCC kimball journal 2 5 january 184
heberc
heber
147
141ah
7hH C kimball s memorandum 21 january 1862 LDS church archives pointed out to me
by stanley B kimball lord rod is written without punctuation above the place where 1I have inserted
initial led HCK
it and the entry is initialled
see acts 1911 12 and the same practice gor
fo
for
morjoseph
rJoseph
forjoseph
joseph smith as remembered by wilford woodruff
discourses 4294 compare
cited in history odthe
of the church 45 n and heber C kimball journal of
ofdiscourses
ofthe
heber C kimballs
joseph s first
Kim balls sending a cane or cloak and his faith that the cane from the wood of ofjoseph
coffin could be an instrument of ofhealing
healing stanley B kimball helar
heber
hefer C kimball 248 257 58 see also
steveng
YU studies 21 spring 1981 205 11
Ste
stevena
G barnett the canes of the martyrdom BBYU
venG
steven
149
149brodie
brodie no man knows my history 85
brodle
martha L campbell to joseph smith by the request of brother stowell 19 december 1843
elmira NY LDS church archives
5
5josiah
josiah stowell
stowelljr
to J S fullmer 17 february 1843 elmira NY LDS church archives
toj
jr roj
uote comes from the postscript that begins 1 I now write you for my father
quote
the 112see
bote
see nn 5 6 and the text for the 1826 trial for later hints that the venture was questionable see
17 and lucy smith biographical sketches 92 compare n 202
history odthe
ofthe church 1117
153
joseph smith 7
jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
2essee
bessee
15
161
16
igi
igl1
5
mysticism and the occult san francisco harper & row 1985
nevill drury dictionary of ofmysticism
198
155
see evon Z vogt and ray hyman water witching USA 2d
ad ed chicago university of
chicago press 1979 153 55 222
15 6
journal ofdiscourses
of discourses 1936 39 49
15see
see john S carter journal 27 march 1833 indicating an elders court trial of a member
having lost some property went to a woman who professes the art of telling secrets by cards the
autobiographies provo
date in davis bitton guide to mormon diaries and andautohiographies
incident is noted with inexact dare
utah BYU press 1977 62
158
david E aune magic magician in geoffrey W bromley ed the international standard
bible encyclopedia grand rapids mich wm B eerdmans 1986 3213 14 comparej
Compa reJ B noss as
compared
quoted in merriam webster new international dictionary 3d
ad ed sv magic magic may be loosely
defined as an endeavor through utterance offet
of ser
of seo
ofset
ofset
set words or the performance offet
set acts to control or bend
the powers of the world to man s will
159a
A book that sensational
morton smith jesus the
izes this patternism
sensationalizes
pattern ism without religious context is morron
magician san francisco harper & row 1978 it is also structured by the form critical assumption
that the gospels radically evolved since it represents a shifting method of scholarship it is not a
fo
rJoseph
for
of jesus nor a historically responsible base of ofcomparison
morjoseph
comparison gor
trustworthy study ofjesus
forjoseph
joseph smith
16ohugh
hugh nibley the liahona s cousins improvement era 64 february 1961 106

WU
burbana
1

1
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16

wilford woodruff journal 28 march 1841 also cited in kenney ed wilford woodruffe
woodruffs
5
journal 275
27
162
george A smith to don carlos smith 29 march 184
18411 burslem england times and seasons 2
1841 434 the nauvoo paper reported action for using magic and telling fortunes etc and
june 1841
indicated that the member had been disfellowshipped
ped which was ratified at the conference by a
disfellowship
unanimous vote
163

nauvoo high council minutes 11 march 1843 incorporating the eleventh ward bishop s
odthe
of the quoted sentence was crossed out that of ofheating
court minutes the following redundant run on ofthe
heating
hearing
a board before the fire to heal the sick by art the practice seems a form ofempatheric
ofempathetic magic intended
to influence the condition of a person favorably as the board was warmed
164
rde church 53
the
ibid the case is summarized in history odthe
11 12 including ratification of the
of rhe
ofthe
5311
bishop s ruling that hoyt cease to work with the divining rod this narrative is dependent on high
council minutes not the prophet s dictation
165
and Seasons 331
try the spirits tives
the church
times
of rhe
tines
tinas andseasons
ofthe
G april 1842 743 48 also cited in history odthe
4571 81 although the latter source is headed by the prophet s editorial this evidently understates john taylors role ed followed the article on its first publication and joseph smith was then
listed as the editor however john taylor was managing editor and in the monthly issues ofthis
of this period
orthis
those items signed joseph smith are of more certain authorship by the prophet in any event john
taylor explained the official position of the church under the prophet s general supervision for the
special caution on tongues see the related editorial gift of the holy ghost times and seasons 3315
15
515
of the church 426 32 for a typical caution ofjoseph
of joseph smith on
june 1842 823 26 also history odthe
ofthe
society discourse 28 april 1842 you may speak in tongues for your
reliefsociety
tongues see his nauvoo relief
own comfort but 1I lay this down for a rule that if ifanything
anything is taught by the gift of
oftongues
tongues it is not to be
received for doctrine andrew F ehat and lyndon W cook eds the words of ofjoseph
joseph smith provo
utah religious studies center brigham young university 1980 119
aj
hinj
1jJ S wright divination ininj
J D douglas et al eds the new bible dictionary grand
B eerdman
eardman s 197
19711 3320
rapids mich wm
520
win
167asee
see n 125 for full quote and source for joseph smith s consistent narratives see
7see
seejessee
jessee personal
joseph smith 6 7 76 77 202 6 213 14 compare richard lloyd anderson confirmwritings of ofjoseph
ing records of moroni s coming improvement era 73 september 1970 4 8 there is presently a
single source close to joseph smith that speaks of discovery of the record through the stone it is the
ise joel tiffany who reported harris saying
spiritualist
isr
1859 martin harris interview with spiritual
it was by
means ofthis
orthis
of this stone he first discovered these plates but harris is also quoted as saying that joseph did
not dig for these plates adding an angel had appeared to him and told him it was god s work
tiffanys
II tiffanyy
1859 163 70 also cited in kirkham new Witness
mormonism no 11
or
Tiffanys monthly 5 18591
witnessfor
witnessor
witnesser
for
christ 2376 83 harris later told an editor that joseph smith was directed by an angel to the hill
iowa state register des moines 26 august 1870 also cited in joseph grant stevenson stevenson
family history provo utah J G stevenson 19551
1955
1157 in the questioned letter of harris to
W W phelps 23 october 1830 joseph smith is quoted as telling harris that he found the ancient
record with my stone even if this document was authentic it raises the problem of whether joseph
is a secondary source on onjoseph
smith was quoted correctly since harris isa
joseph s private experiences at the hill
and the above tiffany interview has this same hearsay problem even if harris is quoted correctly the
mormon source saying most about seer stones is isjoseph
joseph knight sr and though his opening narrative is
not preserved it reports that the prophet knew where the plates were on the hill because of the vision
YU
jessee joseph knight s recollection of early mormon history B
dean
BYU
that he had of the place nean
deanjessee
studies 17

autumn 1976

3311

george hohman trans the long hidden friend ed carleton F brown the
tbejournal
journal of
american folklore
folk lore 17 1904 89 152
169
169wilford
18411 also kenney ed wilford woodruffe
wilford woodruff journal 27 december 184
woodruffsjournal
journal
woodruffs
168john
ohn

2144

170

news 10 march 1858 also cited in
170history
18411 deseret
deseretnews
history of brigham young 27 december 184
Eld
Eld
eid
eiden
elden
eiden
eid enjay
eldenjay
jay watson ed manuscript history of brigham young 1801 1844 salt lake city elden
eldenjay
enjay
jay
odthe
watson 1968 112a brigham youngs report ofthe
of rhe
the prophet s distinction between the interpreters
and the single seer stone is found in numerous informed sources for instance joseph knight
describes joseph s use of his glass before getting the plates at cumorah but at that time he received
theurig
the arim
the glasses or theurim
the additional object theglasses
urim and thummim jessee joseph knight s recollection
3311 333 describing early translation the prophet said
the lord had prepared spectacles for to read
joseph smith 8 in 1829 uncle jesse smith sarcastically refers to
the book jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
your brother s spectacles jessee smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 59
woodruffsjournal
sjoumal
sjo umal 8500
wilford woodruff journal 18 may 1888 also kenney ed wilford woodruff
skoumal
172
172history
news 10 march 1858 also cited in
nems
18411 deseret
history of brigham young 27 december 184
deseretnews
brigham young 1I112a
watson ed manuscript history of ofbrigham
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113
173

headnotes
notes of the doctrine and covenants
for additional information regarding the head

ual head
headnotes
of the church
notes for references to history odthe
ofthe
of angels
report words ofangels

1

section

1

see individwas given later and sections 2 and 12

174
17

orson pratt discourse at brigham city 27 june 1874 ogden utahjunction
Utah Junction cited in latter day
saints millennial star 36 11 august 1874 498 99 compare orson pratt and joseph F smith to
president john taylor deseret news 23 november 1878 reporting orson pratt s 12 september
discourse at piano illinois after mentioning being present on several occasions of ofjoseph
joseph s revelaeions orson declared that sometimes
tions
odthe
of the lord and receiving
sometimesjoseph
joseph used a seer stone when inquiring ofthe
of the almighty and the spirit of
ofthe
revelation but that he was so thoroughly endowed with the inspiration odthe
revelation that he oftener received them without any instrument or other means than the operation odthe
ofthe
of the
spirit upon his mind compare david whitmer s late recollection that joseph said in early 1830 that
the seer stone would no longer be used in revelation though they would continue to obtain the will of
the lord through the holy ghost an address to all believers in christ richmond mo david
whitmer 1887 32
arev
rev 217
2 17 new king james version used for its literalism in word order this and modern
1rev
4 1 is the beginning of intense
translations correctly describe the name as on the stone rev 41
symbolism with the first three chapters quite direct instructions to the asian churches
116
176
17
worsfook
hook of the old testament chicago moody press 1981
R laird harris ed theological wordbook
Word
1981
126
17
17william
joseph 169
william clayton journal 2 april 1843 cited in ehat and cook eds words of ofjoseph
of bible
bibie commentaries see robert H
with slight word changes this is dac
d&c 130 10 for the indecision ofbible
mounce the book of revelation grand rapids mich wm B eardman
eerdman s 1977 99 there are
perhaps a dozen or more plausible interpretations of the white stone
17
pearson H corbett hyrum smith patriarch salt lake city deseret book co 1963 453
17pearson
there is also a dagger with religious magical symbols association of this and the parchmenty
parch
parchments
ments with
masonry is questioned

oid testament

hhorn
references include quotes grom
from aaron s blessing on israel in
hune 24 august 1985 B 1
Tri
a facsimile of one parchment see the salt lake tribune
trlbune
17901d
old

num 625
6 25

27

for

the accompanying

article contains irresponsible conclusions including the implication that holiness to the lord
necessitates a magical connection since it is written around the borders of another smith family
36
parchment but that phrase also has biblical prominence written on the high priest s plate ex 28
2836
2856
14 20 2 11
of the spiritual power oga
of a restored israel zech 1420
ofthe
ofa
39 30 and descriptive odthe
3930
charles E bidamon to wilford wood 28june
ill cited in richard L evans
iii
lii
ili
28 june 1937 wilmette 111
illinois yields church d&c44ments
documents improvement era 40 september 1937 5565
statement ofcharles
of charles
microfilm roll 16 ofthe
charies E bidamon 5 january 1938 nearly at the end of ofmicrofilm
odthe
of the
wilford wood collection at the LDS church archives bidamon identifies the silver piece sold and
continues this piece came to me through the relationship of my father major L C bidamon who
married the prophet joseph smith s widow emma smith I1 certify that I1 have many times heard her
say when being interviewed and showing the piece that it was in the prophet s pocket when he was
martyred
marty red at carthage 111 emma smith bidamon the prophet s widow was my foster mother she
prized this piece very highly on account of its being one of the prophet s intimate possessions this
the wilford wood collection vol 1I provo utah wilford
item appears as 7 J b 2211I in lamar C berett thewilford
C wood foundation 1972 173 charles bidamon was fifteen when emma died and made the above
statement fifty eight years later since there are many shifts of memory association it is possible that
emma really said that joseph prized the coin
coln when they first met in pennsylvania there is a most
serious problem with reconstructing joseph smith s viewpoint from a very late secondhand recollection
without any verifying contemporary data from his life
6 612 states he was chiefattorney
of the church 6612
odthe
history odthe
chief attorney for his movements see his review ofthe
the
of
ofthe
and seasons 6 1 july 1844 563 64
martyrdom in times andseasons
mart7rdorn
83j
J W woods the mormon prophet daily democrat ottumwa iowa 10 may 1885 also in
public men ofearly
edward H stiles recollections and sketches ofnotahle
of earty
early iowa des moines
of notable lawyers and pablic
homestead publishing co 1916 271 the two copies are nearly identical and the 1885 printing
reads received nauvoo illinois july 2 1844 ofjames
of james W woods one hundred and thirty five
dollars and fifty cents in gold and silver and receipt for shroud one gold finger ring one gold pen and
pencil case one penknife one pair of tweezers one silk and one leather purse one small pocket wallet
offhand
ofjohn P green for 550 and a receipt ofheber C kimball for a note ofhand
of hand on ellen
containing a note ofjohn
M saunders for one thousand dollars as the property of ofjoseph
joseph smith emma smith
184
18
odthe
of
the talisman see reed C durham as quoted in mervin B hogan an
for a physical description ofthe
A M 1974 10
underground presidential address salt lake city research lodge of utah F & AM
hogan s preface discusses the highly speculative explanations of the talisman
eorfor a duplicate of this talisman see the seal of ofjupiter
185for
jupiter francis barrett the magus 1801
1801
secaucus
caucus NJ
N J citadel press 1980 book 1 p 175 no 2
reprint Se

ab
7b
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joseph smith and treasure
joseah
mature
Matur
the maturejoseph
natur
maruf ejoseph

searching

559

18
186as
As examples see

the conversion discussions in leonard J arrington
arlington brigham young american
moses new york algred
alfreda
of orson pratt sult
suit
salt
aifredA knopf 1985 and breck england the life and thought oforson
alfred
sait
salt
lake city university of utah press 1985 the attraction of bible seekers to mormonism is
highlighted by the similar searches of these two men of different personalities and theirs is the
predominant story of the converts who became the first leaders under joseph smith as well as the rank
and file of that period who left conversion memoirs for the pattern see orson pratt s 1859 reflections
attendance at the major protestant groups was unsatisfying 1 I had heard their doctrines and had been
earnestly urged by many to unite myself with them
but something whispered to not do so I1
remained therefore apart from all of them praying continually in my heart that the lord would show
me the right way ibid 19
187
asael smith A few words of advice reprinted in richard L anderson
deison joseph smiths new
Anderson
england heritage salt lake city deseret book co 1971 125 compare p 119
188see
see lucy smith biographical sketches chaps 14 18
91
91bid
13 21 comparelucy
ibid
Compare Lucy sw
ofchap
swords
of chap 11 her
bid chaps 11
ords in the preliminary manuscript ofchar
111321
sincere attempts to find spiritual satisfaction in organized churches were frustrated so she concluded
there is not on earth the religion which 1I seek
the word of god shall be my guide to life and
salvation which I1 will endeavor to obtain if it is to be had by diligence in prayer
1901
1901bid
of the early years on the manchester farm before narrating joseph s visions
ibid
ofthe
bid in the context odthe
91
91thomas
of joseph smith s afternoon discourse 7 april 1844 cited in ehat and
thomas bullock report ofjoseph
joseph 555
6 317
335555 also cited in history odthe
cook eds words ofofjoseph
17
ofthe
517
of the church 63
flucy
9lucy
lucy smith preliminary manuscript also cited in
in biographical sketches 84
19
19blessing
blessing ofofjoseph
joseph smith sr to tojoseph
joseph smith jr patriarchal blessing book vol 1 p 3 also
cited in youngreen program joseph smith sr family reunion joseph section compare the sentence
above the one quoted in the text the lord thy god has called thee by name out ofthe
odthe
of the heavens thou
voice from on high from time
hast heard his volce
rime to time even in
in thy youth
194
19
194jessee
ofjoseph smith 4 compare lucy mack smith s similar words in the text
joseph
jessee personal writings of joseah
aan
at n 190
atn
95
1 40alsocited
95joseph
aiso
also cited
saints messenger and advocate 140
joseph smith jr to oliver cowdery latter day saintsmessenger
in jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
joseph smith 3537
337
557
19
196
present section 20 appeared in the 1833 book of ofcommandments
commandments as section 24 la belled the
articles and covenants of the church of christ for a brief discussion of the title see richard lloyd
covenants salt
anderson the organization revelations studies in scripture vol 1 the doctrine ans
andcovenants
and
lake city randall book co 1984 109 10
197
ofcommandments 246
24 6 7 with slight change dac
book of commandments
20 5 6 the kirtland modifications
d&c 205
are also autobiographical and intensify the descriptions odthe
the prophet s repentance all the major vision
of che
ofthe
mormon was first revealed in 1823 yet
accounts emphasize the prophets remorse before the book of ofmormon
forgiveness ofsins
section 20 reports a manifestation of offorgiveness
offins
of sins before that in the first vision account of 1832
the prophet wrote that the lord declared the churches wrong but he had first opened with personal
assurance 1 I saw the lord and he spake unto me saying joseph my son thy sins are forgiven thee go
joseph
joseth smith
thy way walk in my statutes and keep my commandments jessee personal writings of ofjoseph
6 in a private 1835 conversation the prophet repeated similar words as part ofthe
odthe
of the first vision jessee
personal writings of ofjoseph
joseph smith 75
for the full story see lucy smith biographical sketches chap 33 which correctly names the
reflector publisher as a former justice of the peace named cole A abner cole esq appears as
business manager in the reflector 19 march 183
18311
serles in the reflector was an attempt to depart from its
the gold bible series
irs normal broad ridicule
and give a plain and unvarnished statement offacts
of facts on the smiths and the origins of the new religion
reflector 6 january 1831
1831 despite this profession the editor set up false inconsistencies for example
afan
of an ancient spirit appearing to tojoseph
claiming that the story ofan
joseph was necessarily different from the coming
of an angel nearly all he said about joseph smith is
is on the theory that the book of mormon is a
deception arising out of magical fanaticism but beyond this the editor criticizes the prophet only for
poor education and subnormal intelligence reflector 1 february 1831
1851
183
1851 the latter point is obviously
false to anyone who has studied joseph smith s life the articles from the reflector are reprinted in
1 283
agr
kirkham new witness
for christ 1283
95
witnessfor
2
20ofor
for example see recent associated press stories
stones on the private finding of a spanish treasure ship
lost in a seventeenth century storm investors hit riches with treasure hunter daily universe
brigham young university 12 september 1985 treasure salvor s lab a fortress deseret news
22 23
20

october 1985

10 A

the exclamation mark after

darkness is carried over from the first printing in 1833 book of

commandments sec 25
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comments treated money digging as incidental without going into detail
admitting that he had been a money digger he simply said it was not a very profitable job to him
brieg josiah stowell employment eldersjournal
elders
eiders journal I1 july 1838 43 also cited in history
brief
referring to the briefjosiah
odthe
of the church 329 the remark is in the continuation of the prophet s first person letter that began in
ofthe
ilg16 in
of the church 1116
ofthe
the previous issue november 1837 the other direct statement is similar history odthe
his history the prophet clearly featured those early events that were relevant to what he became in
other words what linked with his adult mission by this standard his cursory mention of treasure
seeking is an index of how little he later valued that youthful experience
ajoseph
ojoseph
OJjoseph
oseph smith s direct
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